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By Splicing Two Wires 
Of Different Size 
With— 


REDUCING SLEEVES 
There's no doubt about it, 
Nicopress is the method to 
use to splice two wires of 
different size. With these mighty efficient reducing sleeves any 
lineman can quickly make joints that are unexcelled for neatness, 
tightness and strength. Nico- 
press Reducing Sleeves are 
available in a wide range of 
sizes, for Copper, Copper- 
weld and Galvanized wire. 








Nicopress Reducing Sleeve 






Completed Nicopress Reducing Sleeve 
splice used in conjunction with offset 
dead end. 
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UNINTERRUPTED 
SERVICE 


— Clearer Lines 


with 
NON-GROUNDING 
RARE GAS ARRESTERS 


Used for many years by 
| leading Railroads for vital 
|] Telephone, Telegraph and 
Signal Circuits. 


Type MCD (illustrated) 
interchangeable with 
your present carbon 
block protectors. 


Write for Catalog 39-A 
describing 
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Anti-Noise Relays 

Terminal Strips 
Potheads 


Housings 


Signal Circuit Engineers Since 1906 
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ft 1 were twice as big” 


“Then I could give the public all the service it wants and take care 
of the war on top of that. 


“But I can’t get bigger now because materials are needed for shoot- 
£8 


ing. So I’m asking your help to make the most of what we have. 


“Please don’t make Long Distance calls to centers of war activity 
unless they are vital. Leave the wires clear for war traffic.” 


BELL TELEPHONE SYSTEM 














PRIORITY TOLL CALLS 
Gnd. Tho Business Office 


RDER No. 20 of the Board of 
O War Communications estab- 
lishing priorities for certain 
classes of telephone calls, effective 
November 1, is certain to cause 
many questions and inquiries on the 
part of the public. Employes in most 
of the departments of a telephone 
operating company, particularly traf- 
fic and commercial, should therefore 
be thoroughly acquainted with the 
BWC order so they can handle such 
calls and be able to answer the pub- 
lic’s inquiries promptly and correctly. 
Instructions and suggestions to 
operators for the recording of prior- 
ity toll calls were given by Mayme 
Workman, traffic supervisor of the 
Illinois Telephone Association and 
author of this publication’s “The 
Operator’s Corner,” on page 14 of 
the October 31 issue of TELEPHONY. 
To aid commercial and business 
office employes in carrying out the 
provisions of the BWC order and 
in protecting the interests of their 
companies and subscribers, TELEPH- 
ONY presents below various informa- 
tion and recommendations pertain- 
ing to the toll priority calls. 

It is suggested that readers refer 
to page 10 of the October 17 issue 
of TELEPHONY for the full text of 
the BWC Order No. 20, issued Octo- 
ber 8, in considering the following 
suggestions: 


Persons Entitled to Use Priorities 


The order designates the persons 
or agencies entitled to use toll prior- 
ities. 

(1) Informing Customers Involved. 

The specified individuals located 
in the territory served by the tele- 
phone company should be informed 
individually of the order and its ap- 
plication. It should be noted that 
this list also includes some broad 
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Telephone commercial employes will be confronted with 
many questions relative to BWC Order No. 20 and this 
article contains some suggestions to keep inquiries to a 


minimum. Questions and answers also given. 


categories involving large numbers 
of customers. In order to insure the 
effectiveness of the priority plan, in- 
formation regarding the use of 
priorities should be furnished to 
those organizations in the following 
categories that are likely to make 
toll calls on which priority treatment 
is authorized: 


(a) Local federal government offices 
and agencies. 


(b) The mayor, or comparable offi- 

cial, for all of the municipal gov- 

ernment departments and agen- 
cies, and the Civilian Defense 

Organization, in each county, 

city, town, or village to which 

we furnish telephone service. 

Consuls and commissions of the 

United Nations located in the 

company’s area. 

(d) Red Cross chapters. 

(e) Essential war industries. 

(f) Essential services, such as com- 
munications, transportation, 
power, water, fuel, press asso- 
ciations, newspapers, and health 
and sanitation services. 


— 


(c 


In determining what customers 
are to be notified initially, the tele- 
phone company should consider cus- 
tomers who receive preferential serv- 
ice in emergencies and select those 
likely to have authority under the 
order to make priority calls. In ad- 
dition, as information reaches the 
company, indicating that a customer 
might possibly qualify under para- 
graph 2 of the order, it should be 
considered and, where warranted, 
the customer should be notified re- 
garding the matter. 


A letter should be sent each per- 
son or organization selected, outlin- 
ing the procedure to be followed in 
placing calls and attaching a copy of 
the order. Following is a suggested 
form of such a letter: 


Dear Mr. —————— 

You will be interested, since you may 
be eligible under its terms, in an order 
recently issued by the Board of War 
Communications which provides that, 
on and after November 1, 1942, certain 
telephone toll calls relating to the war 
effort or public safety be given pre- 
ferred handling. A copy of this order 
is attached. 

The order designates the persons or 
organizations entitled to use toll prior- 
ities and defines the type of calls on 
which priority treatment may be re- 
quested. In case you are eligible under 
the order you will note that you are 
likely to have relatively few calls of 
the type on which you are authorized 
to request a priority. If you have calls 
which are eligible under the order to 
priority treatment, we suggest that the 
operator be notified by saying “Priority 
1 (or 2 or 3)” immediately on placing 
the call. 

Your cooperation in the use of the 
priorities is, of course, important in 
order that the plan be most effective. 
If you have any questions regarding 
this matter, please do not hesitate to 
call upon us. 


Yours very truly, 
———_—_———— Telephone Co. 


(2) List of Persons Notified. 

The telephone company should pre- 
pare a list of the customers to be 
notified initially regarding the use 
of toll priorities, and should add to 
this list from time to time the names 
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of additional customers subsequently 
notified. Such a list should be help- 
ful in determining the number of 
customers who have been informed 
of the plan by the company, and for 
any subsequent analysis that may be 
required. 


Business Office Contacts 

Requests may be received from 
time to time in the telephone busi- 
ness office for information regarding 
the application of toll priorities. 
Business office employes should, 
therefore, have copies of the order, 
be familiar with its contents, and 
have a general understanding of 
how priority calls are handled. An- 
swers to some types of inquiries that 
may be received by company repre- 
sentatives, are presented at the end 
of this article. 
(3) Requests from Customers fo 

Information. 


In discussions with customers on 


the matter of priorities on toll calls, 
the following points should be con- 
sidered : 


(a) Make clear that the order in no 
way prohibits the use of toll 
service by the public, and all 
customers can continue to make 
calls as usual. Of course, all 
customers should be urged not 
to make calls to important war 
centers unless they are abso- 
lutely important. 

(b) Certain toll calls made by au- 

thorized persons or agencies and 

relating to the war effort or 
public safety are given preferred 
handling in the interest of the 
national defense and security, 
and the successful conduct of 
the war. Stressing this point 
should be helpful in developing 

a proper understanding of the 

order. 

Where customers ask if they 

qualify under paragraph 2 of 

the order, or if certain of their 
calls are entitled to priority, 
quote the appropriate para- 
graphs in the order so that the 


— 


(¢e 


customers can decide this 


; mat- 
ter for themselves; it is sug- 
gested that telephone rep:esen- 
tatives do not give a decision or 
opinion. 

If it appears from any discussion 
with a new customer that he might 
have authority to make priority calls, 
a letter of notification shou!d be 


sent and the customer added to the 
list of customers entitled to use 
priorities. 


(4) Retention Period. 

The order provides for the records 
of priority calls to be retained by 
the telephone company for two years 
after the date of the call. This 


means that all toll tickets dated on 
or after November 1, 1942, bearing 
the priority notations entered by the 
traffic department on such calls, must 
be retained for a period of two years. 
(Refer to TELEPHONY, October 31, 
p. 14, for information on the record- 
ing of priority information on toll 
tickets. ) 


ANSWERS TO TOLL PRIORITY QUESTIONS 


answers have been released by 

the Board of War Communica- 
tions to bring out the purpose of its 
Order No. 20 and to show how the 
system of priorities on toll calls will 
operate. They were prepared by the 
American Telephone and Telegraph 
Co. for the use of its associated 
companies. (Following some of the 
questions and answers an editor’s 
note has been inserted to explain 
application of Order No. 20 to In- 
dependent companies. ) 

In addition to the information 
contained in these questions and an- 
swers, there are several matters with 
respect to the order that should be 
emphasized. First, the order applies 
only to toll calls. Local calls are not 
affected. Second, while for example 
all government agencies are author- 
ized to use priorities, it should be 
clearly understood that the factors 
which determine the authority to 
place a priority toll call of any class 
are (1) whether the agency or per- 
son calling is included in the list of 
preferred callers (paragraph 2 of 
Order No. 20) and (2) whether the 
nature of the call itself requires im- 
mediate or prompt completion for 
the national defense and security, 
the successful conduct of the war, 
or to safeguard life and property 
(paragraph 1 of Order No. 20). 

Finally, the order does not ration 
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Tews FOLLOWING questions and 


or prohibit the placing and comple- 
tion of toll calls by persons not en- 
titled to a priority rating. The board 
does, however, request all non-prior- 
ity telephone users to reduce the 
number of social and personal long 
distance calls and, in any event, to 
make such calls during those hours 
when the telephone circuits are less 
busy, namely, before 9 A.M., between 
noon and 2 P.M., between 5 and 7 
P.M. and after 9 P.M. 

There will be no monitoring or 
“listening in” on priority calls to 
insure compliance with the terms of 
Order No. 20. The person placing 
the call must decide in each case 
whether the call is entitled to a pri- 
ority and it is upon his good faith 
and the honesty of his decision that 
the effectiveness of the system of toll 
telephone priorities will in a large 
measure depend. 

Records of persons placing prior- 





(Courtesy, THE OHIO BELL) 


ity calls will be kept by the telephone 
company for two years, and periodic 
reports will be made to BWC by 
Bell System companies only. The 
order provides that wilfully or fradu- 
lently obtaining priority on a toll call 
subjects the telephone service of the 
subscriber to closure, removal or 
other appropriate governmental ac- 
tion. 


The cooperation of all telephone 
users will contribute to the success 
of this measure for insuring the 
speedy completion of all toll calls es- 
sential to our war effort. 

The questions and answers follow: 


1. (Q) Why has a_ telephone toll 


priority order been issued? 


(A) To insure that urgent calls nec- 
essary to the war effort and _ public 
safety receive preferred handling. This 
is especially important in case of un- 
usual surges of traffic and during an 
emergency or public disaster. 


2. (Q) 


priority? 


Who is authorized to request 


(A) A list of authorized persons and 
agencies is specified in paragraph 2 of 
the order as follows: the President of 
the United States, the vice president, 
cabinet officers, members of Congress, 
Army, Navy, Aircraft Warning Serv- 
ice, federal, state and municipal gov- 
ernment departments and agencies, 
embassies, legations and commissions 
of the United Nations, Civilian Defense 
organizations, Red Cross, state and 
home guards, essential war industries, 
essential services such as communica- 
tions, transportation, power, water, 


TELEPHONY 





mat- 


Sug- 
sen- 

n or 
sion 
ight 
alls, 
be 

the 
use 
rds 
by 
ears 
This 

i on 
ring 
the 
must 
years. 
r 
ecord- 
n toll 
phone 
riodic 
'C by 
The 
fradu- 
yl] call 
of the 
‘al or 
al ac- 
phone 
uccess 
g the 
lls es- 
ollow: 
e toll 
Is nec- 
public 
. This 
of un- 
ing an 
‘equest 
ns and 
h 2 of 
lent of 
sident, 
ngress, 
Serv- 
il gov- 
encies, 
issions 
lefense 
e and 
istries, 
yunica- 
water, 
4ONY 





fuel, press associations, newspapers, 
and health and sanitation services. 

(Q) How many classes of toll pri- 
orities are there? 

(A) There are three classes of toll 
priorities—Priority 1, Priority 2, and 
Priority 3, which take precedence in 
that sequence. 

(Q) What is a Priority 1 call? 

\) Calls which require immediate 
completion for war purposes or to safe- 
guard life or property and which relate 
to one or more of the following mat- 
ters: (1) Arrangements for moving 
armed forces during combat opera- 
tions; (2) Extremely urgent orders to 
armed forces; (3) Immediate dangers 
due to the presence of the enemy; and 
(4) Hurricane, flood, earthquake, or 
other disaster materially affecting the 
war effort or public safety. 

(Q) What is a Priority 2 call? 

(A) Calls which require immediate 
completion for the national defense and 
security, the successful conduct of the 
war, or to safeguard life or property 
other than those specifically described 
under Priority 1. 

6. (Q) What is a Priority 3 call? 

(A) Calls which require prompt 
completion for the national defense and 
security, the successful conduct of the 
war, or to safeguard life or property 
and which involve matters of the fol- 
lowing type: (1) Important govern- 
mental functions; (2) Machinery, tools, 
or raw materials for war plants; (3) 
Production of essential supplies: (4) 
Maintenance of essential public serv- 
ices; (5) Supply or movement of food; 
and (6) Civilian defense or public 
health and safety. 

(Q) What is the difference be- 
tween a Priority 1 call and Priority 2 
and 3 ealls? 





(A) There are only four purposes 
for which Priority 1 calls may be 
placed. (See Q. 4 above.) There will 
be very few Priority 1 calls since they 
involve only the most extreme emer- 
gencies. Other urgent calls involving 
the national defense and security, the 
successful condret of the war or the 
safeguarding of life or property are 
eligible to Priority 2 or 3 handling. 

8. (Q) What is the difference be- 
Mveen a Priority 2 and a Priority 3 
call? 


(A) Priority 2 applies to calls in- 
volving the national defense and secur- 
ity, the successful conduct of the war 
or the safeguarding of life or property 
which require immediate completion 
rather than prompt completion. Pri- 
ority 3 is restricted to those calls which 
require prompt but not immediate com- 
pletion and which relate to any of the 
six matters specified in the Order. 

9. (Q) How are priority calls placed? 

(A) On placing a toll call eligible 
for Priority 1, 2 or 3 treatment, say 
to the operator immediately on placing 
the call, “This is a Priority 1 (2 or 3) 
cal 
10. (Q) Will conversations be inter- 
rupted in order to complete priority 
calls? 


1) Generally it will be unnecessary 
to interrupt conversations. However, 
the order states that where necessary 
for the immediate completion of a cail 
having Priority 1, any conversation in 
process (other than one having Prior- 
ity 1) may be interrupted. 
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J. B. REES, New York City, defense activi- 
ties engineer of the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., who recently was appointed 
a member of the Telephone Operations In- 
dustry Committee of the War Production 
Board. (TELEPHONY, October 10, p. 57.) 


11.'(Q) Are the authorized persons 
and agencies entitled to use all three 
classes of priorities? 

(A) Yes, where the nature and type 
of call meets the requirements specified 
in the order. 

12. (Q) Are all persons in author- 
ized agencies entitled to request priori- 
ties? 

(A) Yes. The order states that toll 
priority may be requested on urgent 
toll calls which require immediate or 
prompt completion for national de- 
fense and security, the successful con- 
duct of the war, or to safeguard life 
or property. However, it is unlikely 
that more than a small proportion of 
the persons in an authorized agency 
would ever have the need to make a 
priority call. 

13. (Q) Should all calls from au- 
thorized persons or agencies be made 
on a priority basis? 

(A) No. The order specifically re- 
stricts the use of the priority designa- 
tion to urgent calls necessary to the 
war effort and public safety. All other 
calls should be placed in the usual 
manner. 

14. (Q) Will the telephone company 
keep records of priority calls? 

(A) The order requires the telephone 
company to keep a record of all priority 
calls for a period of two years and to 
make a report of such calls to the 
Board of War Communications. [EptI- 
TOR’s NoTE: Independent companies are 
required to keep a record of all priority 
calls for two years, but only Bell com- 
panies are required to make reports to 
the BWC.] 

15. (Q) Is the subscriber required 
to keep a record of his priority calls? 

(A) No, but he may wish to do so. 
The telephone company, however, is re- 
quired to keep such a record. 

16. (Q) Will the operator ask for 
the calling party’s name on priority 
calls? 


(A) Yes, she will generally do so. 

17. (Q) If difficulty is encountered 
in connection with a priority call, what 
should the calling party do? 

(A) All operators have been care- 
fully instructed to give immediate and 
complete attention to calls on which 
priority is requested. If difficulty is 
encountered, the operator of her own 
accord will obtain the assistance of her 
supervisor or the chief operator. [Ebpt1- 
tTor’s Note: Beyond giving the opera- 
tor the priority number when placing 
a call, no further action is required of 
the calling party.] 

18. (Q) Will the telephone company 
operator listen to conversations on pri- 
ority calls to determine whether the 
request for priority is justified? 

(A) No. The telephone operator will 
in no way violate the secrecy of tele- 
phonic communication on a priority or 
any other type of call. 

19. (Q) Who decides whether prior- 
ity should be requested on a given call? 

(A) The individual placing the call 
is the judge and must decide whether a 
particular call warrants priority treat- 
ment and the degree of priority. 

20. (Q) Is it necessary to obtain 
advance authorization before placing 
priority calls? 

(A) No. Specific authorization is 
not required to make priority calls. 
The operator will accept the priority 
requested by the calling party. 

21. (Q) Must a priority call be 
placed from the telephone of an author- 
ized person or agency? 

(A) No. It can be placed from any 
telephone by any authorized person. 

22. (Q) Can toll priority be obtained 
on either station-to-station or person- 
to-person calls? 

(A) Yes. Priorities apply on all 
classes of toll service. 

23. (Q) Does the toll priority plan 
deny service to or restrict the number 
of calls which can be made by custom- 
ers? 

(A) No. It is a precedence plan, 
not a rationing plan, and in no way 
prohibits the use of toll service by the 
public. All users can continue to place 
calls as heretofore. [EpiTor’s NOTE: 
Of course, subscribers are requested 
not to make unnecessary toll calls to 
important war centers where conges- 
tion of toll circuits is encountered.] 

24. (Q) What precedence is given to 
calls in the same priority classifica- 


tions? 


(A) Calls in the same priority classi- 
fication are handled in the order in 
which they are received so far as pos- 
sible. 

25. (Q) Is there any additional 
charge made for calls handled on a 
priority basis? 

(A) No. Regular tariff rates apply 
—there is no additional charge. 

26. (Q) What penalties are involved 
for the unauthorized use of toll prior- 
ities? 

(A) The order provides that wil- 
fully or fraudulently obtaining prior- 
ity on a toll call subjects the telephone 
service of the subscriber to closure, re- 
moval, or other appropriate govern- 
mental action. [EprTor’s NoTe: It is 
doubtful if a telephone company should 
take the initiative in denying toll serv- 
ice, even though it appears there might 
be fraud in the use of a priority.] 
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T MAY interest readers of this 

department to know that it is 

now against the law in Australia 
to hire chorus girls who are less 
than 45 years of age. At first blush 
this would seem to be merely an item 
coming under the heading of Bad 
News for Bald Head Row. This, 
despite the fact that even such an 
austere person as your correspond- 
ent has occasionally departed from 
the rigors of his puritanical rou- 
tine to witness performances in 
which the chorus line had every 
appearance of fulfilling all the re- 
quirements of the Australian regu- 
lation. 


But when we go beneath the sur- 
face of this relatively inconsequen- 
tial item, it turns out to be merely 
another passing by-product of a 
deeply significant development of 
war economics. The reference is 
to the increasing shortage of man 
power and, eventually, woman 
power in civilian industry. 

There is so much backing and 
filling going on these days in Wash- 
ington with regard to the man- 
power situation, that it is easy for 
the conscientious businessman to 
be confused and misled on the sub- 
ject. Last week, for example, vir- 
tually on the eve of the congres- 
sional elections, the White House 
let the word leak out that man- 
power legislation would be 
“shelved” for the present. 

This reassurance (if that is what 
it was meant to be) should fool no 
one wise to the ways of Washing- 
ton. It was a temporary shot in 
the arm for the public—something 
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By FRANCIS X. WELCH 
Washington Correspondent for TELEPHONY 


Man-power legislation certain after election. . . . WMC 
has promised definitions of critical telephone occupations 
in "early November.” . . . Indications are that telegraph 
merger bill will receive action soon. . . . President favors 
consolidation of telegraph facilities. 


in the nature of a hypodermic 
which is given to make the patient 
easy during a period in which a 
critical operation has to be per- 
formed. The operation in this case 
has now been performed. The elec- 
tions have been held, and you can 
bet safely that the man-power ques- 
tion will be off the shelf in short 
order and right back in our laps. 

It is too early to hazard any sur- 
mise as to the probable outcome of 
man-power legislation, other than 
to say that there will be some such 
legislation. The so-called McNutt 
program represents a rather ex- 
treme—let us say a maximum—ob- 
jective along this line. The chances 
are that Congress will tone it down 
and that compromises with labor 
and other factions will be neces- 
sary. 

Yet, so acute is the man-power 
shortage becoming in some areas, 
it would not be surprising to see 
the better part of the McNutt pro- 
gram finally enacted into law. Mc- 
Nutt’s program consists of three 
main points: (1) Authority to re- 
quire all employers in “tight” labor 
areas to do all their hiring through 
the United States Employment Serv- 
ice or some other less official cen- 
tral hiring system in which certain 


standards of wages and labor con- 
ditions will be made part of the 
hiring procedure; (2) authority to 
prevent “enticement” or “hoarding” 
of labor whereby it might be di- 
verted from places where it is 
needed to places where it would not 
be needed so badly; and (3) ex- 
tending the same principle a step 
further, authority to transfer work- 
ers from places where they are less 
needed to places where they are 
more needed. Also, authority to 
freeze individuals in particularly 
essential jobs. 

McNutt has also advocated reg- 
istration and regulation of woman 
power, as well as man power. He 
said this was necessary because 
5,000,000 able-bodied workers must 
enter the labor forces by the end 
of 1943 if the goal of 62,500,000 
persons in essential employment 
and in the armed forces is to be 
realized. Obviously, most of these 
newcomers must be women. It be- 
gins to look like open season on 
Home Sweet Home and a pay check 
draft for the “Sisters of the Skillet.” 

As stated before, these three ob- 
jectives sound rather extreme and 
they are. They come close to labor 
conscription of a European type 
which, when divorced from the ele- 
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ment of voluntary patriotism, be- 
comes little more than dignified 
slavery. There will certainly be 
much opposition—especially to tak- 
ing all of these steps at the same 
time. But your correspondent looks 
for the advance propaganda bar- 
rage for this type of legislation to 
begin before Christmas. Real prog- 
ress, if any, will have to wait for 
the convocation of the new Con- 
gress next year. 

Coming back to our own tele- 
phone industry, the War Manpower 
Commission is being flooded by in- 
quiries for definitions concerning 
the list of critical occupations in 
the communications industries—re- 
cently issued by the Selective Serv- 
ice System. It seems there is much 
confusion as to the precise defini- 
tion of many of the occupational 
titles. The War Manpower Commis- 
sion has informally promised that 
some time in “early November” the 
U. S. Employment Service will get 
out a “dictionary of definitions’ cov- 
ering all of the occupational titles 
listed. 

So far, the War Manpower Com- 
mission is pretty cagey about mak- 
ing any promises that the occupa- 
tional list will be expanded. Com- 
plaint has been made particularly 
regarding the absence of adminis- 
trative personnel from the list of 
critical occupations. WMC men pri- 
vately admit that there will be an 
inevitable need for establishing an 
administrative list for all essential 
industries. However, the present 
WMC policy, which deals mostly 
with military draft questions, con- 
centratés on technical rather than 
managerial skill. 

It is entirely likely that the list 
will be revised some time in the fu- 
ture—possibly along the line of the 
more extensive list which was be- 
ing prepared by the Board of War 
Communications in cooperation 
with the various communications 
industry committees. But WMC is 
so busy right now getting out simi- 
lar lists for other essential indus- 
tries that it would be unsafe to 
bank on any revision much before 
Christmas. 


Another controversy which may 
gain momentum, now that the elec- 
tions have been held, is the resolu- 
tion introduced by Senator Norris 
of Nebraska to have a special Sen- 
ate committee investigation of radio 
broadcasting. At this writing your 
correspondent does not know how 
Senator Norris himself fared in the 
Nebraska election. The outcome of 
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that contest might, of course, af- 
fect the fate of his resolution. 

The Norris resolution was intro- 
duced when the Senator from Ne- 
braska became angry with the 
broadcasting networks for refusing 
to allow a league of cooperatives 
to go on the air. The networks ex- 
plained that the “co-ops” intended 
to discuss the philosophy of the 
consumer movement and the profit 
system, and that these were “con- 
troversial public issues” for which 
radio time could not be purchased 
under the code of program stand- 
ards agreed upon by the National 
Association of Broadcasters. 

This, of course, is purely another 
one of those interminable radio cat- 
and-dog fights. But if the Norris 
resolution is approved, the result- 
ing investigation could hardly be 
confined to the cooperative program 
incident. There is too much un- 
finished business that has been pil- 
ing up against both the radio in- 
dustry and the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission to keep a Senate 
investigation pinned down to such 
a narrow basis. That is where the 
telephone industry might come in. 

At present, the Norris resolution 
is just one of those things that will 
bear watching. It has been referred 
to a very sympathetic committee, 
the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee, whose chairman, Sena- 
tor Wheeler of Montana, has even 
predicted its adoption. However, 
the adoption of a radio investiga- 
tion resolution has been predicted 
too often before, for this corre- 
spondent to get very excited about 
the outcome. We will just have to 
wait and see. 


Two other small legislative items 
warrant passing notice in Congress. 
On October 22, Representative May 
of Kentucky introduced a bill (HR 
7743) to suspend for the duration 
Section 7 of an old 1912 law for- 
bidding the use of government 
money to pay for telephone service 
installed on private premises. The 
idea of the May bill is to allow 
persons designated by the War and 
Navy departments to use such fa- 
cilities for official purposes under 
proper conditions. The next day a 
companion bill was introduced in 
the upper chamber by Senator 
Walsh of Massachusetts (S 2872). 
This bill is a routine adjustment 
and will doubtless receive prompt 
approval. 

Another bill introduced in the 
Senate by Senator Clark of Mis- 
souri was less likely to receive ap- 
proval. It is mentioned here only 
because it stems from the dissat- 
isfaction over radio broadcasting 
mentioned above, and is likely to 
be made part of any radio investi- 
gation by the Senate. The Clark 
bill would prohibit the American 
Federation of Labor, headed by 
James C. Petrillo, from interfering 
with the production of musical re- 
cordings for broadcasting purposes. 
It was referred to the Senate Inter- 
state Commerce Committee where 
it was promptly blocked by Senator 
Wheeler. He says it is “anti-strike” 
and therefore he is against it. 


Speaking now of the House Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce Com- 
mittee, slow progress is being made 
on the Senate-approved telegraph 
merger bill. For some weeks ru- 
mors have been flying around Wash- 
ington to the effect that President 
Roosevelt is not going to wait much 
longer for the House committee to 
put the bill through. In _ plain 
words, according to this rumor, the 
President will exercise his emer- 
gency powers to declare a consolida- 
tion of the Postal Telegraph and 
Western Union companies to be put 
into effect by executive order. 

There is little doubt but that the 
President has authority to do this. 
It is also quite likely that if such 
a “military wedding,” so to speak, 
were to come about, it would be a 
lasting union, even after the cease- 
firing orders have been given, and 
the shot guns put away. 

However, cautious Washington 
opinion is to the effect that the 
administration is merely trying to 
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AMORTIZATION OF EMERGENCY 
Defense Jelephone Facilities 


By WARD E. DILDINE 


Attorney-at-Law 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 


URING the “duration” many 
D telephone companies will be 

called upon to furnish tele- 
phone service to military and defense 
organizations at locations at which 
they will exist only for the duration 
of the war. Although huge outlays 
of telephone companies’ funds will 
be required to serve these locations, 
it can be expected that the facilities 
installed will remain in service for 


only a relatively short period of 
time. 
One available means, however, 


whereby incorporated telephone com- 
panies may in part mitigate the 
burdens of those defense ‘installa- 
tions, lies in taking amortization de- 
ductions, rather than the usual 
depreciation allowances, in comput- 
ing federal income tax with resnect 
to such of the defense installaticns 
as are certified as an emergency fa- 
cility necessary in the interest of 
national defense during the emer- 
gency period proclaimed by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. 

By. the terms of the Revenue Act 
of 1942, which was enacted October 
21, 1942, this procedure was ex- 
tended so as to be available to in- 
dividuals, trusts, estates and part- 
nerships as well as_ corporations, 
retroactively to October 8, 1940. 
Hence, as used herein, the terms 
“telephone company” and ‘‘company” 
include any telephone concern, 
whether an individual, estate, trust, 
partnership or concern. 

The Internal Revenue Code, at 
Section 23(t), provides that in com- 
puting the net income _ purposes, 
there shall be allowed the deduction 


for amortization provided for by 
Section 124 of the code. To permit 
14 


PART |. The author, long experienced in telephone law, 


explains steps to be taken by telephone companies to 


obtain necessity certificates to amortize defense facilities 


in computing income tax. 


to fill out necessary forms. 


taking those amortization deduc- 
tions, however, the company must 
obtain from the War Department or 
Navy Department depending upon 
which department is concerned with 
the project involved, a_ necessity 
certificate covering the emergency 
facility. 

Upon obtaining that certificate, 
the company may then elect, when 
to take amortization deductions with 
respect to that emergency facility 
over a period of 60 months, taking 
that amortization as a deduction in 
computing its net income subject to 
tax. 


“Emergency facility” includes any 
facility, land, building, machinery, 
or equipment or any part thereof, 
and to obtain a necessity certifi- 
cate covering the emergency facility, 
the application, as a general rule, 
must be filed with the department 
concerned before the expiration of 
six months after the beginning of 
construction, erection, or installation 
of that facility. 

So as to provide for amortization 
deductions with respect to emergency 
facilities completed or acquired as 
far back as January 1, 1940, how- 
ever, the Revenue Act of 1942, 
amended Section 124. Hence, by the 
amendments, with respect to emer- 


Next installment will tell how 
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gency facilities completed or ac- 
quired (a) by a corporation after 
December 31, 1939, and before June 
11, 1940, or (b) by an individual, 
estate, trust or partnership after 
December 31, 1939, special provision 
is made to permit the filing of ap- 
plications with respect to such emer- 
gency facilities within six months 
after the enactment of the Revenue 
Act of 1942, in the case of emer- 
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gen y facilities described in (a), and 
wit! respect to emergency facilities 
described in (b), within six months 
after beginning construction, erec- 
tio: or installation of the facility or 
witin six months after the enact- 
ment of the Revenue Act of 1942, 
whichever is later. 

ich project and each location is 
considered as a separate facility, for 
which a separate application must be 
made. Even subsequent expenditures 
attributable to the same facility, but 
not included in a filed application 
for a necessity certificate, are con- 
sidered as a separate new facility 
for which a _ separate application 
must be made in order to permit tak- 
ing amortization deductions with 
respect to them. 


Where a growing system is in- 
stalled, such as at an army camp, 
and additions continually are being 
added, the company could accumu- 
late the additions and file an applica- 
tion every four or five months cover- 
ing the accumulated additions during 
that period. 

The application for a necessity 
certificate may recite the actual cost 
of the facility, or only the estimated 
cost, because the certificate only cer- 
tifies that the facility, or a part or 
percentage thereof, is necessary in 
the interest of national defense dur- 
ing the emergency period. The ac- 
tual basis for which the amortization 
deductions are taken in computing 
net income is then subject to review 
by the revenue agents. 

If a necessity certificate is issued 
covering a facility, the 60-month 
amortization period may start with 
(1) the month following the month 
in which such facility was completed 
or acquired, or (2) the taxable year 
succeeding that in which the facility 
was completed or acquired. 

With respect to a facility com- 
pleted or acquired after January 1, 
1942, the election to take the amor- 
tization deductions is made in the 
taxpayer’s income tax return for the 
taxable year in which the amortiza- 
tion is to start. In the case of a 
facility completed or acquired (1) 
after December 31, 1939, and before 
June 11, 1940, by a corporation, or 
(2) after December 31, 1939, and 
before January 1, 1942, by other 
than a corporation, the election to 
take the amortization deduction is 
made by a statement in writing to 
that effect to the Commissioner and 
shall be made before the expiration 
of six months after the enactment 
of the Revenue Act of 1942. 

\fter once having elected to take 
amortization deductions, the tax- 
payer, prior to the expiration of the 
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60-month period, may discontinue 
taking amortization deductions. 
Thereafter the usual depreciation 
deductions could be taken with re- 
spect to the unamortized portion of 
the facility. The election to discon- 
tinue the amortization is made by 
notice in writing filed with the Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue be- 
fore the election to discontinue is 
effective. 


In the event the emergency period 
proclaimed by the President ceases 
before the expiration of the 60- 
month period during which the 
amortization deductions were to be 
taken, then the taxpayer, by electing 
to terminate the amortization, may 
have his taxes recomputed for all 
taxable years during that part of 
the 60-month period before the 
emergency period ceased, giving ef- 
fect to the amortization deductions 
on the basis of the new and shorter 
amortization period running to the 
end of the emergency period. 


Such election to terminate is made 
by a statement, identifying the fa- 
cility, filed with the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue within 90 days 
after the date of the proclamation 
declaring the termination of the 
emergency period. 


If a company enters into negotia- 
tions for a defense installation with 
respect to which it may wish to 
take amortization deductions, it 
should, if possible, get the pertinent 
provisions of the arrangement fixed 
in writing, either by formal contract 
or by exchange of correspondence. 
This is of importance, for the appli- 
cation for a necessity certificate 
must show the necessity for the 
service furnished by the facility and 
for whom the arrangement was 
made, and the percentage of the fa- 
cility absorbed in the war effort. 
That correspondence should indicate 
the facilities needed and why, and so 
should be of assistance in obtaining 
a necessity certificate. 

It is of material advantage if the 
particular facilities have been speci- 
fically requested, or their installation 
specifically approved, in writing, by 
some authority having jurisdiction 
over the request for the facility, such 
as a signal officer of the Army or a 
communications officer of the Navy. 
The correspondence with those au- 
thorities establishing the arrange- 
ment then can be made a part of the 
application to show the necessity for 
the facility. 


If the company wishes to take 
amortization deductions for the tax- 
able year in which the installation 
is completed, the application for the 


necessity certificate should be filed 
as soon as possible but, in any event, 
before the expiration of the limits 
mentioned above, for the necessity 
certificate must issue before the tax- 
payer may effectively elect to take 
the amortization deductions. In other 
words, the certificate for taxpayers 
having a calendar fiscal year, must 
be issued before March 15 of the 
year following the completion of the 
facility. Otherwise, the taxpayer 
must obtain an extension of time 
within which to file that return or 
elect to start the amortization period 
with the taxable year following the 
year in which the facility was com- 
pleted. 

As the application for a necessity 
certificate can be on an estimated 
cost basis, it is advisable to file the 
application on an estimated cost 
basis as soon as possible after the 
construction details of the facility 
are determined. When the actual 
costs are determined, a statement 
setting forth the actual costs should 
be filed with the certifying author- 
ity if the estimated costs appearing 
in the application materially vary 
from the actual costs. 

In most defense project installa- 
tions made by telephone companies, 
there are certain items of plant for 
which the telephone company re- 
ceives reimbursement for a part, or 
all, of the cost. At the present 
time, the treatment to be given such 
reimbursements for income tax pur- 
poses has not been clearly defined. 
The Treasury Department’s regula- 
tions relating to taking amortization 


deductions, however, at Section 
19.124-6(a) contain the following 
statement: 


4“ 


. . Amounts received by a tax- 
payer in connection with its agreement 
to supply articles for national defense, 
though denominated reimbursements 
for all or a part of the cost of an 
emergency facility, are not to be 
treated as capital receipts but are to 
be taken into account in computing in- 
come, and are therefore not to be 
applied in reduction of the basis of 
such facility. ...” 


This regulation seems to indicate 
that such reimbursements will be 
taken into income instead of reduc- 
ing the cost of the facility. On the 
other hand, Federal Communications 
Commission Telephone Accounting 
Circular No. 8 of July 22, 1942, in- 
terpreting Case 16, since approved 
by order of that commission, treats 
of this subject as if the reimburse- 
ment is a capital receipt reducing 
the cost of the facility, rather than 
as an item to be taken into account 
in computing income. There are also 
court decisions having to do with 
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DOG SWIMS WITH WIRE ACROSS FLOODED RIVER 


- The North Canadian River near Canton, Okla., is nor- 
ad mally a peaceful, friendly fishing stream but on ocex-ions 

4 it becomes a raging torrent. Last winter successive flood 

waters finally made roads and bottom-lands impassab!> on 

each side of the river and caused considerable destruction to 

telephone lines crossing the river, disrupting service. Offi- 


cers of the Western Light & Telephone Co., faced wit! the 
problem of restoring communication under flood condi- 
tions, considered ways and means of accomplishing the 
difficult task of stringing lines across the torrential river. 
Finally, the ingenious method of using a dog to swim across 
with a telephone line was used and the story of how this 
was accomplished follows: 

The suggestion of using Max, an intelligent bird dog, 
was made by his owners who are employes of the Western 
Light & Telephone Co.—Miss Vess Guess, agent, and W. D. 
Beals, lineman, at the Canton (Okla.) exchange. So it was 
decided to have Burton Cook, wire chief at the Watonga 
(Okla.) exchange and Gerald Shamburg, lineman at Wa- 
tonga, take the dog across the river over the bridge near 
Canton and proceed along the river bank to the washed-out 
crossing—taking with them the necessary wire and equip- 
ment to establish a crossing. The other members of the 
“Board of Strategy’—Mr. Beals, Tom Marts, manager from 
Watonga, and Orville Van Horn, manager from Thomas— 
then went to the river bank opposite the proposed location 
to re-establish service. 

Because of the unusualness of the endeavor, a camera 


was included with the needed materials and this foresight 





made possible the photographs appearing on this page 
showing how Max faithfully performed the mission assigned 
to him. 

(TOP PHOTO): Max is made ready for his icy swim 
with the wire across the river by ORVILLE VAN HORN, 
manager of the Thomas exchange for the Western Light & 
Telephone Co. The dog’s master, W. D. Beals, awaits him 
on the opposite bank. 

(CENTER PHOTO): 


this picture when something went wrong and he lost the 


Max is almost across the river in 


wire. He was called back and another try was made. 


(BOTTOM PHOTO): This and 


trustworthy Max completes his swim through the icy waters 


time the courageous 
of the river and the telephone wire is safely carried to the 
telephone men awaiting him—a job well done by “man’s 


best friend.” 








for income tax 


depreciation, 
poses, of facilities of public utilities 
in cases where the customer pays a 
part of the cost of the facility, which 
support the position taken by the 
FCC accounting circular. 


pur- 


The commission procedure, of 
course, does not necessarily control 
the matter for tax purposes but illus- 
trates the uncertainty of the matter. 
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Accordingly, it seems that the best 
course to follow where such reim- 
bursements are received, is to deter- 
mine first if the telephone company 
or the subscriber will own the item 
of plant involved. 

If the item of plant will be owned 
by the subscriber, be it the Army, 
Navy, or any other defense project 
subscriber, that item of plant would 


not be included in the plant of the 
telephone company and apparently 
should not be included among the 
property for which the amortization 
deduction is to be claimed. 

If, however, that item of plant is 
to be owned by the telephone com- 
pany, then all of it would be in- 

(Please turn to page 28) 
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UE TO the rubber shortage, it is 
D now impossible to obtain rubber 

sheet or bandage to provide tem- 
protection for open cable 
Oil cloth or canvas may be 
used for this purpose if the wrap is 
tied up high in the center so that mois- 
ture will drain toward each end. We 
would be pleased to have ideas from 
the field as to how this may be best 
accomplished. 


porary 
splices. 


The cable crew of a telephone com- 
pany down South suspected gas in a 
manhole so they lowered a burning 
blow torch as a test. Their supposition 
was correct and the covers were blown 
from all manholes within half a mile. 
This testing method may not be safe, 
but it is certainly positive. 


* 


To avoid a possible shortage of sub- 
scribers’ station equipment during the 
emergency, it is a good plan to check 
over all old telephones in the store- 
room with a view of reconditioning 
those which need only minor repairs. 
We cannot be certain these days when 
extra telephones may be required in 
any exchange. Even obsolete tele- 
phones may be repaired when neces- 
sary parts are available. Manufactur- 
ers should not, however, be asked to 
supply parts which would require spe- 
cial tooling to fabricate. 


One certain telephone company pro- 
hibits its cable splicers from using blow 
torches and they, being good workmen, 
bootleg and use them on the sly. One 
day a splicer busy with his torch was 
warned by the helper that the super- 
visor was coming down the street. The 
splicer quickly extinguished the torch 
and sat on it for there is not much 
Space to hide things on an aerial plat- 
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form. 
the splicer’s job was saved, although 
it is reported that he ate from the 
mantle for several days. 


The supervisor was fooled and 


* * 


When planning new cable runs be- 
tween two exchanges, it usually proves 
desirable to install quad cable even 
though the use of phantom circuits 
may not be necessary at present. Quad 
cable costs very little more than 
straight cable and its added capacity 
may save the day at some later period. 


* * * 


There seems to be every indication 
that after this war is won fire-reporting 
telephone systems will be used exten- 
sively by small and medium-sized cities. 
This system will be essentially a police, 
fire and emergency reporting and will, 
undoubtedly, be responsible for the 
saving of many lives. There is no 
need to pull a fire alarm box and call 
the fire department if an ambulance 
is required to care for the injured in 
an automobile accident. Then, a per- 
son may also see a fire at a distance 
of a mile or more and report the ap- 
proximate location over the telephone 
which is not possible on a pull box 
fire alarm system. 

The supervised line telephone sys- 
tem, which maintains a small current 
flow over a closed circuit and which 
sounds an alarm when the conductors 
are broken or grounded insures proper 
operation at all times. Telephone com- 
panies would do well to familiarize 
themselves with this system and then 
sell the idea to their city fathers at 
some future period when priorities are 


no more. 
*x * * 


We note that a plastic covering is 
now provided on flexible metal con- 
duit for use in locations where extra 


high insulation and tensile strength is 
required. 


An Army officer on duty with a task 
force overseas noted the mention on 
this page in the June 13 issue of 
TELEPHONY of an improvised cable 
plow sent in by Charles F. Robinson, 
Signal Corps engineer of the Fourth 
Service Command, Atlanta, Ga., and 
wrote in for full particulars. 


Capt. H. B. Garvey of Chicago is 
now on duty in the Plant Division, 
Office of the Chief Signal Officer. Cap- 
tain Garvey has had a long and varied 
telephone experience first with the IIli- 
nois Bell Telephone Co., the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., the Mutual 
Telephone Co., in Hawaii, and then 
back to Illinois Bell where he was on 
duty when commissioned. 


In checking over some old equipment 
drawings recently we were amazed at 
their simplification in recent years. 
Not only are these drawings simpler 
and easy to understand but they also 
contain more information and make 
possible the clearing of difficult trou- 
ble in a shorter period of time than 
formerly. 


Maj. J. E. Ruggles, U. S. Army Sig- 
nal Corps, presents this interesting 
story on parallel drop wire which is 
the experience of a large telephone 
company. A certain lineman noticed 
that the outer braid on this type of 
wire would rot out while the insulation 
on the under side was still good. This 
man then decided that by turning the 
wire to reverse the top and bottom, 
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its usefulness and life was approxi- 
mately doubled. The only work re- 
quired to make this change is to un- 
hook the deadend clamp and turn it 
over and rehook. Perhaps this is a 
practice which can be observed to ad- 
vantage in these times of critical mate- 
rial shortages. 
* * * 


In wartime Washington interrup- 
tions caused by telephone calls. are so 
numerous that it is actually a pleasure 
to work on Sundays when many of the 
lines are silent. There is little doubt, 
however, that the use of the telephone 
in connection with the war effort saves 
millions of dollars and expedites action 
in general. 


* * * 


I recently noted an unauthorized 
move of a telephone where a subscriber 
had attached two single annunciator 
wires directly to the floor with a long 
strip of adhesive tape. It appears pos- 
sible for some one to design a plastic 
covered moisture-proof telephone wire 
which could be cleated directly to floors 
without the need of moulding. The 
wire would be flat with beveled edges 
to facilitate floor cleaning and the 
movement of furniture. 





In the Nation's 
Capital 


(Concluded from page 13) 





wake up the House committee and 
free the bill from the pigeon-hole 
type of opposition which labor 
forces have been using on it. If 
this is a true appraisal of the situa- 
tion, we can expect some action by 
the lower chamber on the “permis- 
sive” telegraph merger bill before 
the end of the present session. 


Another rumor along the same 
line but even more horrifying, 
which managed to get into the daily 
press last week, was to the effect 
that the federal government is mov- 
ing rapidly for the complete control 
and operation of “both radio and 
wire services.” This tale, which was 
evidently some reporter’s dream, 
was doubtless inspired by the recent 
action of the government in taking 
over control of the short-wave radio 
broadcasting stations. The news- 
paper version of the rumor which 
this correspondent saw (Washington 
Daily News of October 28) rather 


vaguely suggested that telephone 
facilities, as well as radio, would 
be included in an all-government 
communications monopoly. But a 
more careful reading of the account 
seemed to indicate that the only 
basis for the telephone angle was 
the use of telephone facilities to 
connect the various short-wave ra- 
dio stations together. 

Your correspondent has found no 
factual basis for even the sugges- 
tion that the federal government 
will take over radio broadcasting 
facilities completely. It is true that 
Uncle Sam has had to take over 
the short-wave stations for obvious 
military and propaganda purposes. 
There is even a possibility that the 
military interest in, and the propa- 
ganda value of our domestic broad- 
casting industry, may reach the 
point where it may be necessary to 
have government censorship and con- 
trol almost to the point of displacing 
private management. 

But if that is in the mind of the 
administration, then Chairman Fly 
of the FCC has either been kidding 
himself or the rest of us; and Elmer 
Davis, chief of the Office of War 
Information, is being kept in ignor- 
ance of facts vitally affecting his 
own job. 

It follows from this, of course, 
that if the government is not going 
to take over domestic radio broad- 
casting, there would be no reason- 
able basis for it to go after the 
telephone industry. True, further 
coordination of all communications 
services in the war effort will be 
developed by government regula- 
tion. The recent rationing of long- 
distance telephone calls was a step 
in this direction. Strict though it 
become, 


may such measures are 
regulation and not operation. 
Over in Europe, where they 


really do have government owner- 
ship and operation of all forms of 
communications to a large extent, 
an interesting development hap- 
pened at Vienna on October 22. It 
was the calling of a conference by 
Axis governments and their puppet 
states to establish a union for the 
“improvement and perfection of in- 
terstate postal communications.” In 
Europe that means telephone and 
telegraph communications as well 
as the letter-carrying service. 
Nations participating in the Vi- 
enna meeting were Albania, Bul- 
garia, Denmark, Finland, Croatia, 
Holland, Norway, Rumania, San 
Marino, Slovakia, and Hungary, as 
well as the two big shots, Germany 


and Italy. Switzerland and Sweden, 
although invited, sent only obsery- 
ers and no delegations. Genera! in- 
vitations were extended to other 
European countries to join the new 
“union.” Franco’s Spain and neut- 
ral Eire and Portugal did not even 
send observers, according to the in- 
formation reaching your correspon- 
dent. 

The real Axis objectives of the 
proposed new European communi- 
cations “union” are to be found in 
the following four points, which 
were, of course, not announced or 
even discussed as such at the Vi- 
enna conference: (1) There are 
political advantages which Ger- 
many would derive from directing 
the continental communications 
union since it would virtually con- 
trol ‘all the toll bridges of intelli- 
gence” between smaller European 
states and greater Germany; (2) 
There is economic advantage of ob- 
taining acceptance of the Reich 
mark as European currency in 
postal matters; (3) There is reason 
to believe that Germany has plans 
for the introduction of a uniform 
European postal tariff (including 
clearance of toll payments for tele- 
phone and telegraph service) under 
which she would derive substantial 
financial benefits at the expense of 
smaller states; and (4) There are 
tremendous propaganda advantages 
in having controlling posts in such 
a union in the hands of Nazis. 

It is significant that one of the 
first steps taken by the union was 
to approve the choice of German 
and Italian as official languages 
and the city of Vienna as the 
union’s permanent bureau of oper- 
ations. With a perfectly straight 
face the conference still extends in- 
vitations to all other European 
states to join the union “as soon 
as possible.” A visiting English- 


man’s reaction: “Great Britain 
can hardly wait.” 


Lack of Service in Nebraska 
Hinders "Save-Tires" Program 

Lack of telephone service in the 
sparsely settled sections of Nebraska 
is seriously interfering with the save- 
the-tires program being urged upon 
farmers by the rationing board. The 
plan embraces the service of one 
farmer to do all the town errands of 
his neighbors, each taking his turn at 
this chore. Farms are so far apart 
and have so few telephones installed 
that by the time the driver makes his 
rounds he has used up as much tire 
mileage as if each farmer had made 
the trip on his own account. 
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1 Producing telephone equipment for a nation at war, 
skilled Automatic Electric workers are striving day 
and night to help win the war of communications... 


On the far-flung battle fronts, Automatic Electric telephone equipment is 
playing its part in providing fast, accurate communication for our fighting forces. 
In every phase of commercial and industrial activity at home, this same equipment 
is helping to speed vital messages, step up production and save both time and labor 


with rapid, automatic operation. 


Assuredly, Automatic Electric apparatus is doing an important job in the ‘war of 
communications,’ and the workmen who produce this equipment are soldiers no less 
than their brothers on the firing line. They should be no less skillful in their profession, 
as well, and here at Automatic Electric you will find them among the most expert 


of their kind. Many have been with us for ten, twenty and even thirty years, having 





devoted their entire working life to perfecting their skill in telephone craftsmanship. 


Today, these men are literally working day and night, putting into every com- 
munication product we produce the maximum of tough, rugged endurance and the 
utmost dependability of performance under all conditions. They feel that only by 
giving their best will communication service be maintained at peak efficiency at 
home, and adequate supplies of telephonic equipment continue to flow to our fighting 


forces in every part of the world. 


AUTOMATIC ~ ELECTRIL 





GINATORS AND D RS OF STROWGER STEP-BY STEP MACHINE SWITCHING AUTOMATIC 





MAKERS OF TELEPHONE, SIGNALING AND COMMUNICATION APPARATUS 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, DESIGNERS AND CONSULTANTS 


Distributors in U. S. and Possessions: 
AMERICAN AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES COMPANY, Chicago, U.S.A. 
Export Distributors: AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES COMPANY, LIMITED 











PROTECTION OF TELEPHONE PLANTS VITAL 


United States Army Signal Corps, 

the United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association has_ re-distributed 
its bulletin pertaining to the protection 
of telephone plant and property which 
it issued January 8 of this year. It is 
understood that at a recent meeting of 
the War Department Traffic Security 
Board, the question of security of tele- 
phone communications by a number of 
the smaller Independent telephone com- 
panies was discussed. 


I RESPONSE to a request by the 


This bulletin was published in full 
on page 17 of the January 10 issue of 
TELEPHONY, the USITA 
through its representative, Louis 
Pitcher, has requested that it be re- 
published in TELEPHONY. In compliance 
with the request of the Signal Corps 
that it be given the widest circulation 
possible, particularly to small Inde- 
pendent companies, the full text of the 
association’s bulletin follows: 


however, 


FOREWORD 


Our country is at war. Telephone 
service, both local and long distance, is 
vital to the safety, defense and morale 
of the nation. It is up to telephone 
people to do everything they can to 
protect this service. Some of the things 
we must consider in that connection are 
the possibilities of sabotage and—in at 
least certain parts of the country—en- 
emy action. 

Do not consider any telephone ex- 
change too small or too unimportant to 
be safeguarded. The most important 
telephone call of a year might be pos- 
sibly from some small, isolated ex- 
change! 

It is the duty of this Association to 
give you certain suggestions and advice 
about these matters. In presenting this, 
we have had the benefit of advice from 
the Army and from large telephone 
companies, both Independent and Bell. 
PLEASE READ AND HEED THIS! It 
may be very important to you at any 
moment! 

You must, of course, yourself, judge 
what your own conditions and location 
require to be done. Naturally a large, 
strategically located exchange, in a de- 
fense area and near a coast line, will 
feel the necessity of greater precau- 
tions than a small exchange outside of 
any defense area and in the interior. 
But, wherever you are, we hope you will 


OVERDO, rather than underdo, your 
precautions. 
The following is taken from the 


things that some companies have done 
and are doing: 

(1) Ascertain, if you do not already 
know, the citizenship and national al- 
legiance of every employe. Put every 
trust in loyal Americans, but take no 
chances with fifth columnists. Our 
country is at war. 

(2) Instruct and impress upon em- 
ployes that telephone conversations— 
civilian or otherwise—must be secret. 
There are already laws, with severe 
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penalties, for violating this. Post no- 
tices on your bulletin boards calling 
attention to this and to these laws. 

(3) Instruct and impress upon em- 
ployes that they must not talk about 
the business and affairs of the tele- 
phone company, including particularly 
its plant extensions or plans for them 
and the demand upon it for additional 
services. This applies 110% to exten- 
sions for defense service of any kind. 
The recipient of such news may be 
perfectly loyal but may, nevertheless, 
innocently pass it on to a place where 
it will be harmful to the defense of this 
country. 

(4) Bar strangers from entering 
those parts of your buildings or plants 
not ordinarily open to the public. 

TAKE NOTICE: On August 21, 
1941, the Defense Communications 
Board in Washington adopted a reso- 
lution requesting all persons engaged 
in the communications industry to take 
all necessary measures to insure that 
access to premises containing commu- 
nications equipment or facilities (other 
than that part of the premises neces- 
sarily open to the general public) be 
restricted to employes, federal, state or 
local government officers acting in their 
official capacity, and other persons con- 
sidered necessary by the management 
in the conduct of its business. 

December 15, 1941, the Defense Com- 
munications Board issued a notice to 
all communication companies that no 
alien should be permitted to enter the 
premises (other than the public part 
thereof) of such companies without 
permission of Defense Communications 
Board. 

(Copies of this resolution and order 
will be sent to any Independent tele- 
phone company requesting same of this 
Association.) 

(5) Make immediately a thorough 
survey of all your central office loca- 
tions and buildings, and of all other 
buildings in which you have apparatus 
necessary or important to the unim- 
paired continuance of your telephone 
service, to determine what, if anything, 
can or should be done to further pro- 
tect them. 


Consider, for instance, the advisabil- 
ity of installing wire grills or other 
protection over ground-floor windows— 
particularly basement and ground-floor 
alley or side-street windows, or even of 
blocking such windows with glass 
brick, ete. 

Study particularly all ordinary meth- 
ods of entrance to the building, such as 
front, side and rear doors, and the ad- 
visability of making an iron-clad rule 
that side and rear doors must be kept 
locked during certain hours, including 
evening and night. 

If the exchange is large, consider the 
advisability of a guard at the front 
door after ordinary business hours. 
Arrange with your police department 
that the guard be armed, if you think 
that advisable. 

(6) Consider the advisability of in- 
stalling burglar alarms and fire alarms 
throughout the buildings. 


(7) If the exchange is sufficiently 
large to have so many employes that 


‘all are not known to each other, issue 
each employe a pass or other positive 
method of identification as an employe. 
Also give each employe whose duties 
may require entrance upon the prem- 
ises of subscribers and others, some 
method of identification. 

(8) Install and maintain lights over 
building entrances and exits, and light 
fire escapes adjoining alleys, and area- 
ways. 

(9) Install locking devices on cen- 
tral office and other strategically lo- 
cated manholes. 

Require owners of buildings in which 
important terminals are located to per- 
mit only telephone employes to have 
access to those terminals. 

(10) Protect entrances to 
vaults, power rooms, battery 
transformer rooms, etc. 

In large garages, arrange the tours 
of duty of garage men so that a man 
is on duty during the night and early 
morning hours. 

Familiarize the local police and fire 
departments with the location and ar- 
rangements, inside and out, of your 
buildings and premises. The _ police 
should be particularly alert in atten- 
tion to or for calls to telephone prem- 
ises. 


cable 
rooms, 


Check carefully your own fire fight- 
ing equipment and arrangements. Re- 
new fillings of fire extinguishers, where 
necessary. Check the number and loca- 
tion of fire extinguishers; add more, if 
they would be helpful. Familiarize em- 
ployes with the location of extinguish- 
ers, fire hose, ete. Provide portable 
pumps suitable for use against incen- 
diary attack or damage. 

(11) Arrange for your fire insur- 
ance agents to have a careful check 
made of all your insured property, with 
their recommendations as to changes, 
if any, that should be made to lessen 
fire danger. 

(12) Prepare for black-outs when 
and if ordered by the proper authori- 
ties and do, in advance, everything 
necessary to operate under black-out 
conditions. 

The foregoing are only a few of the 
many suggestions that could be made; 
any telephone management, if alert to 
the potential dangers of the situation, 
ean think of and do other things, suit- 
able to its situation and location, to 
protect its telephone plant and prop- 
erty against things that might happen. 

These suggestions are made for the 
purpose of awakening every Independ- 
ent telephone management to the fact 
that there is danger to the telephone 
plants and service of the country. 

Remember that a failure or even 
partial failure of telephone service 
which slows up any kind of production 
in this country, including agricultural 
production, benefits the enemy. 


Do not think that because your plant 
is small, or not in a defense area, or 
far from any border of the country, 
that nothing can happen to it. Remem- 
ber Pearl Harbor! 


Let us make sure that no avoidable 
failure of telephone service happens to 
any Independent plant. 
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PLEDGE FULL COOPERATION 
IN WINNING OF WAR 


By CHARLES E. ADAMS, 
Secretary, S. D. Telephone Association 


N EAGERNESS to fully cooper- 
A ate in the nation’s greatest un- 
dertaking—the winning of the 
war—was the outstanding expression 
at the 36th annual convention of the 
South Dakota Telephone Association, 
held October 28 at Mitchell, S. D. In 
spite of uncertainty, restrictions and 
rationing, the attendance was nearly 
up to peacetime numbers. 


“A short year ago, the war was a 
long way off —we were hoping that 
someone, somewhere, somehow would 
win the war without our doing very 
much about it. Now we know that the 
war will never be won unless everyone, 
everywhere, does his absolute utmost 
and at once. A year ago the big tele- 
phone companies were spending good 
money trying to persuade the public 
to talk more and more often—now they 
are spending good money to persuade 
the same public to talk less and less 
often. A year ago, we had badges and 
buttons on our lapels, and a banquet 
was in the offing—today there are no 
badges nor buttons and no banquet in 
the offing.” 


These and other pertinent observa- 
tions as to the condition of the tele- 
phone industry were expressed by Pres- 
ident L. P. Ulrich in his address to 
the South Dakota convention. He also 
stressed the necessity for every tele- 
phone executive and every telephone 
owner, no matter how small the com- 
pany, to be informed of the War Pro- 
duction Board orders as they are is- 
sued, and the one indispensable way to 
be so informed is to read religiously the 
telephone trade magazines. To the na- 
tional association he attributed much 
of the success of small companies be- 
ing able to carry out federal orders 
and rulings. 

[hese officers were re-elected for the 
coming year: President, L. P. Ulrich, 
Woonsocket; vice president, H. R. Burr, 
Faulkton, and Charles E. Adams, Gro- 
ton, secretary-treasurer. Directors re- 
elected or serving are: Robert W. Asz- 
mus, Stickney; Ira S. Burnett, Armour; 
H. R. Burr, Faulkton; F. H. McGinnis, 
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Aberdeen; Gust Quast, Menno; Wm. L. 
tamlet, Hurley; H. M. Schumacher, 
Alexandria; L. P. Ulrich, Woonsocket, 
and F. E. Wheeler, Scotland. 


Two Army officers brought to the 
Convention the story of their respective 


branches of work. First Lt. Paul W. 
Hintz, telephone and telegraph section, 
Communications Branch, Headquarters 
Seventh Service Command, Omaha, 
Neb., spoke on the relationship of the 
U. S. Signal Corps to the communica- 
tions companies. He gave a brief out- 
line of the organization and how their 
work fits into the larger army set-up. 
Lt. J. E. Kessel, Headquarters Tech- 
nical School, Army Air Forces Train- 
ing Command, Sioux Falls, S. D., spoke 
of the work of the radio training school 
and how they fully trained men to take 
their places on ships, on the land, or 
in the air. 

C. E. Weinhardt, auditor of the 
Northwestern Bell Telephone Co., 
Omaha, spoke on the new federal tax 
bill and how it will affect telephone 
companies. The need for knowing the 
provisions of the law, and how to com- 
ply with it is very urgent, he empha- 





L. P. ULRICH 


HAROLD R. BURR 





CHAS. E. ADAMS 


ROBERT W. ASZMUS 
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sized, as the law was scheduled to be- 
come effective November 1. 

J. J. Murphy, Pierre, chairman of 
the South Dakota Public Utilities Com- 
mission, spoke on the new price regu- 
lations and the centralized trend in 
government. At the end of his forceful 
address and in view of the fact that 
Mr. Murphy is retiring from the com- 
mission, it was unanimously voted to 
enroll him as an honorary member of 
the South Dakota association for life, 
because of his interest in and fairness 
to all public utilities. 

The United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association was represented by 
its secretary, Chas. C. Deering, of Des 
Moines, Iowa, who spoke on the various 
priority orders and of the need to hon- 
estly comply with them in the interest 
of the common good of all concerned. 
R. A. Phillips, retiring president of the 
national association, was to have ap- 
peared on the program but was unable 
to be present. However, two substitute 
speakers were present to assist at the 
session of, “Information Please.” Jay 
Houghtaling of the Kellogg Switch- 
board & Supply Co. acted as Clifton 
Fadiman, and Mr. Deering, Mr. Wein- 
hardt, Mr. Dally and Mr. Newman, as 
the Franklin P. Adams and John 
Kieran of the group. Many questions 
asked and much interest shown 
during this session. 


were 


At noon, a complimentary luncheon 
was given to all members, associates, 
and visitors by the South Dakota asso- 
ciation. After the committee reports, 
the convention adjourned. The time 
and place of the 1943 convention will 
be decided at a later date. 


~ 


Booklet Available on "Scrap 
And How to Collect It" 

In order to help the people in the 
United States to cooperate completely 
in the nation-wide drive for scrap ma- 
terials — by knowing what to collect 
and how to go about organizing com- 
munity drives—the American Indus- 
tries Salvage Committee, 350 Fifth 
Ave., New York, N. Y., has compiled a 
36-page booklet in color, entitled 
“Scrap and How to Collect It.” The 
booklet has been approved by the Con- 
servation Division of the War Produc- 
tion Board and embodies a foreword by 
Donald M. Nelson. 

The title of the booklet is not mis- 
leading but tells fully what is scrap, 
where to look for it and how to collect 
it. Many telephone managers are no 
doubt being called upon to work 
closely with local salvage workers in 
the collection of scrap in their com- 
munities, but if there is no local or- 
ganized scrap drive telephone people 
may want to take the lead in inaugurat- 
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RENE PLEVEN, former resident European di- 
rector for the Associated Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. and foreign representative for the 
Theodore Gary & Co. interests, was recently 


appointed commissioner for foreign affairs 
and colonies by the fighting French national 
committee in London. At the outbreak of the 
war, Mr. Pleven joined the French Navy, in 
which he was a reserve officer, and was sta- 
tioned in London. Upon the fall of France, 
he offered his services to General de Gaulle 
and was sent to Africa the summer of 1940 
to secure the continued resistance of French- 
men and their colonies against Germany and 
its allies. He was successful in this mission 
and secured the support of French Equatorial 
Africa for continued resistance. Prior to his 
latest appointment he was national commis- 
sioner of French colonies, economy and mer- 
cantile marine. 


ing one. This booklet would be of in- 
valuable aid in such community work 
because it answers questions concern- 
ing scrap that confront salvage work- 
ers daily. 

Graphic photographs and drawings 
are used throughout the booklet, and 
it is pointed out that there are many 
kinds of scrap materials; that each in- 
dustry has its own list of substances 
that can be re-used in making new 
products. America’s greatest needs 
today, states the booklet, are for these 
kinds of scrap: Scrap iron and steel, 
rubber, tin, copper, brass, lead, zinc, 
aluminum, burlap, manila rope, rags, 
and waste fats and greases (also tin 
cans and waste paper in 
tions). 


some sec- 

Among other subjects discussed in 
this booklet are: How Every Little Bit 
Helps; Scrap Campaigning Is a Local 
Job; The Rural Salvage Committee’s 
Function; How to Prepare Scrap for 
Collection; The Work of the Scrap 
Dealer; How the Local Committee Fits 
Into the National Salvage Effort; Or- 
ganization of the Conservation Division 
of WPB; How the State General Sal- 
vage Committee Functions, and How 
Scrap Is Used. 





Telephone people desiring a copy of 
this scrap booklet may write to 
TELEPHONY and we will work dire«tly 
with the WPB Conservation Division’s 
general salvage section to see that cop- 
ies reach those requesting the book\et. 
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Air Mail Parcels 
Must Be Inspected 

To make sure that no inflamma)le 
explosive or other unmailable matter 
is enclosed, no sealed package, parcel 
or other sealed matter (except letters 
in their ordinary and usual form and 
official mail) shall be accepted for 
transmission by air mail unless it bears 
on the address side thereof the name 
and address of the sender, together 
with the endorsement “POSTMASTER: 
THIS PACKAGE MAY BE OPENED 
FOR POSTAL INSPECTION, IF 
NECESSARY.” 

Every article intended for dispatch 
by air mail as registered, insured or 
C.0.D. (other than letters in their or- 
dinary or usual form or official mail) 
must be presented for mailing at the 
Main Post Office or station or branch 
thereof and the contents exhibited to 
the accepting employe, who will deter- 
mine whether the parcel contains any 
unmailable matter which should not 
be admitted to the mails. This proce- 
dure will be facilitated if the senders 
will bring parcels, intended for air 
mail, to the post office in an unsealed 
condition. 


; 


When ordinary sealed parcels (other 
than letters in their ordinary or usual 
form or official mail) intended for 
transmission by air mail are deposited 
in a street collection box without bear- 
ing the endorsement authorizing open- 
ing for postal inspection, the article 
shall be held and the mailer notified, 
if known. If the sender is unknown 
or cannot be found the article will be 
dispatched by surface transportation. 


Vv 

Obituary 

HENRY B. FITZHUGH, transmission 
supervisor of the American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. in Nashville, Tenn., 
died unexpectedly in an Atlanta, Ga., 
hospital October 25. Mr. Fitzhugh had 
been connected with A. T. & T. for the 
last 25 years. 

Besides his widow he is survived by 
one son and two sisters. 


Obituary 

JAMES E. HANCOCK, owner and op- 
erator of the Wilcox Telephone Co., 
Wilcox, Neb., died as the result of a 
fall from a ladder which he was using 
in connection with repair of an aerial 
cable. 
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New Switchboard to be Installed 
At Lake Crystal, Minn. 

In an order dated October 29, the 
Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse Com- 
mission ordered the Blue Earth County 
Telephone Co., Lake Crystal, Minn., to 
install within 15 days from October 29 
a modern two-position switchboard 
which it has in its possession to replace 
its old switchboard. The order was 
passed by the commission following a 
complaint filed by G. L. Stark alleging 
that the Blue Earth company had not 
furnished its patrons with adequate 
and proper telephone service. 

The commission found that the 
switchboard now in use is approxi- 
mately 25 years old and was manufac- 
tured during World War I when plati- 
num was not available and gold was 
substituted for contact points. The 
worn-out condition of the switchboard 
resulted in serious interruptions and 
failures in service. 

Further investigation showed that 
the Blue Earth company owns a mod- 
ern two-position switchboard together 
with the accessories necessary to re- 
place the switchboard now in use. The 
cable and miscellaneous equipment of 
the new switchboard is designed to be 
available for installation in the loca- 
tion of the old switchboard and placing 
the new equipment in any other loca- 
tion would require priority ratings 
from the War Production Board which 
would include scarce and critical ma- 
terials needed for the successful prose- 
cution of the war. The order thereby 
stated that the new switchboard be in- 
stalled in the same room and in the 
same location now occupied by the old 
switchboard. 


Vv 


No Penalty for Disabled 
Now Gainfully Employed 

Holding that an injured employe 
who had been judicially found to be 
totally disabled should not be penalized 
because by education and training he 
had fitted himself for a position paying 
a larger salary than the wages he had 
been drawing when injured, the Ne- 
braska Supreme Court refused to 
modify a workmen’s compensation 
judgment obtained by James K. Lud- 
wickson against the Standard Accident 
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Commissions 
and Courts 


Insurance Co. Mr. Ludwickson was 
badly injured while working in an 
electric light plant. Instead of accept- 
ing his fate he studied electricity and 
is now an instructor in the state uni- 
versity. 

The court said it could not, in these 
proceedings, correct a judicial error in 
the original findings, and that in any 
event insurance companies are bound 
by the provisions of the workmen’s 
compensation act which contemplates 
there will ultimately be a partial re- 
habilitation of employes who have re- 
ceived a permanent disability. 


Vv 


Michigan Bell Asked to Restore 
Caption Listing in Directory 

In a decision issued October 1, the 
Michigan Public Service Commission 
ordered the Michigan Bell Telephone 
Co. to restore in the next and all sub- 
sequent issues of the Detroit telephone 
directory; under the caption “Broad- 
way Market Shops,” indented addi- 
tional listings (as well as the alphabeti- 
cal listing now in effect) of each 
merchant subscriber who authorizes the 
same, subject to the filed rules, regu- 
lations and rates with respect to addi- 
tional listings. The Broadway Market 
consists of 28 concessionaires in the 
city of Detroit who retail chiefly pro- 
duce, dairy products, meat, fish, and 
poultry. 

It appears that the listing arrange- 
ment in the Detroit telephone directory 
furnished the Broadway Market Shops, 
since their establishment in 1912 to 
the end of 1940, consisted of a regular 
alphabetical listing of each merchant 
subscriber together with an additional 
listing indented under the caption 
“Broadway Market Shops.’”’ Upon the 
publication of the January (1941) De- 
troit directory, Michigan Bell removed 
from the directory each of the extra 
listings beneath the caption and sub- 
stituted therefor the notice: “see List- 
ing for Particular Merchant Desired.” 
Subsequent directories have continued 
this practice despite vigorous protests 
from the merchant subscribers affected. 

In substitution for the former cap- 
tion listing arrangement, the company 
suggested and sold to the merchants a 


display advertisement across the top of 
the affected page in the alphabetical 
section of the directory, which adver- 
tisement contained the same informa- 
tion previously furnished under the 
caption listing. The necessity for the 
conservation of space in its Detroit 
directory and various provisions in its 
tariffs which it claims would be vio- 
lated by the reinstatement of the for- 
mer captioned listings were the reasons 
given by the company as basis for its 
action. 

After careful consideration of the 
evidence presented, the commission 
found that the caption listing arrange- 
ment did not violate the first two rules 
in question, and with respect to the 
third rule questioned, “the caption list- 
ing arrangement is essential because 
for some 27 years it was the practice 
of the Michigan Pell Telephone Co. to 
furnish beneath the caption listing the 
indented listing of each merchant sub- 
scriber at the Broadway Market. The 
grouping of the names of the market 
establishments with the name of the 
Broadway Market for so long a period 
has established a definite association of 
these names in the minds of the tele- 
phone using public at Detroit. 

“Evidence indicates that since dis- 
continuance of the group arrangement, 
failure to quickly locate in the accus- 
tomed manner the name of the desired 
merchant in the directory results in the 
placing of a message to either the 
building manager’s office or to a better 
known or better remembered merchant 
at the market for the purpose of learn- 
ing the desired telephone number. A 
second message is then necessary to 
reach the merchant desired. At pres- 
ent, when facilities ... are so heavily 
burdened by the additional traffic re- 
sulting from the war, this inefficient 
use of the service is important.” 

The commission found that by 
amending the third rule, the ability of 
the company to refuse such listings 
designed to advertise the extent of the 
customer’s business would not be im- 
paired. Regarding the necessity to 
conserve space in the directory, it was 
proved that the present display adver- 
tisement occupies as much space in the 
alphabetical section as did the former 
caption listing arrangement. 
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The commission therefore ordered 
the Michigan Bell company to restore 
the additional listing of each merchant 
subscriber in all future issues of the 
Detroit directory and also to amend 
the third rule of the Michigan Bell 
tariff by striking out the sentence: 
“The caption must be an essential part 
of the listings which follow.” 


Vv 


Partial Dependency Claim 
Not Proved, Court Rules 


The Nebraska Supreme Court, in set- 
ting aside an order and finding of the 
state compensation court, holds that 
proof of a financial injury resulting 
from the death of a father who has 
been contributing to the family of his 
son with whom he made his home is 
not sufficient to establish partial de- 
pendency under the workmen compen- 
sation act. The son testified that the 
contributions made by his father en- 
abled him to live on a higher financial 
scale. 

The court says that it is not money 
contributed but money contributed for 
the purpose of support of the claimant 
that must be the basis of any claim 
the act. 
Here was a case where the son 


of partial dependency under 
was 
and although the 
support given was meager he was main- 
taining his family in the place in life 
that he had established for himself. 
The contributions by the father did not 
of that 
Dependency in fact, 


gainfully employed, 


exceed the reasonable value 
which he received. 


says the court, is not created by con- 


tributions made for purposes other 
than partial support of the alleged 
dependent. 


Vv 


Republican Candidate Sues 
For Ballot Discrepancy 

Claiming that he would have been 
nominated and elected to the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission if Secretary 
of State Marsh and his deputy, John 
B. Quinn, had not refused to place his 


| address on the Republican primary bal- 


lot, M. A. Larson has sued them for 


| $20,709 salary thus lost to him. 


There was another Larson in the Re- 
publican primary and M. A. Larson, a 
real estate dealer at Central City, says 
that the lack of identification on the 
ballot caused many who would have 
voted for him to cast their votes for 
the other Larson. The Great American 
Indemnity Co., bondsmen for the offi- 
cers, is also sued. 


Summary of Commission 
Hearings and Rulings 


Arizona Corporation Commissio 

October 14: Citation issued ag: inst 
the Mountain States Telephone & ‘| cle- 
graph Co. to show cause why the ele- 
phone lines it leases for “bookie” oper- 
ation should not be ended. 


Kansas State Corporation Commission 

November 6: Hearing on application 
filed by Harlan Telephone & Supply 
Co. for authority to make certain 
changes in rates for service at Harlan. 


Oklahoma Corporation Commission 

October 28: Application filed by 
Southwestern States Telephone Co., 
Brownwood, Tex., for increased rates 
applying to its Binger exchange dis- 
missed by the commission. 

October 28: Application of the 
Southwest Telephone Co., Purcell, for 
increased rates applying to its Harrah 
exchange dismissed by the commission 
upon request of company officials. No 
reason was assigned by the company 
for the request. 

October 30: Authority granted the 
Francis Telephone Co. for permission 
to abandon its exchange at Francis. 
The commission granted the request 
with the condition that the Southwest- 
ern Bell'Telephone Co. is to establish 
and maintain a local toll station at 
Francis. Evidence revealed that the 
Francis exchange had been reduced to 
eight of 10 stations and that the 
greatly reduced revenues made it im- 
possible to maintain the exchange. 

October 30: Order issued Choctaw 
Telephone Exchange to restore local 
service to J. W. McAllister over a 
metallic line owned by the latter. Mr. 
McAllister, formerly had service from 
the company over the line which he 
built, extending a half-mile from a line 
of the Choctaw exchange. He had dis- 
continued this service but now requests 
that it be restored because of changed 
conditions which demanded such con- 
nections. 

November 17: Application of Claude 
McAllister Tuleshane Co., for increased 
telephone rates amounting to 25 cents 
per month, applying to rural service 
out of Reed, Jasper and Vinson. 


Wisconsin Public Service Commission 

November 4: Hearing at Madison on 
application filed by Norwalk Independ- 
ent Telephone Co., Norwalk, for au- 
thority to increase rates. 
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Receives the dimy-Navy“E” Award 


“On LEADERSHIP rests the responsibility for 
getting things done.” 

Only short months ago, the instrument goal in 
this mechanized war seemed unattainable. In almost 
unbelievable quantities instruments were needed for 
our huge plane program—for a two-ocean navy—for 
tanks, guns and walkie-talkies — for our arsenals 
and factories — and for countless new devices of war. 

To approach this goal meant far more at WESTON 
than the mere addition of factory and laboratory 
equipment, and the usual worker-training program. 
It meant imparting to untrained.hands the skill and 
instrument sense which ordinarily takes years to 


acquire. For it’s this rare instrument sense, backing 
up sound engineering, which has been responsible 
for WESTON’s continued leadership. 

This ““E” award to the workers at WEsTON—the 
first to any group in this specialized field—means rec- 
ognition of their efforts in striving to attain the goal 
in numbers, while never relinquishing the WESTON 
quality ideal. 

And to our courageous fighting men everywhere, 
it conveys the assurance that they can depend on the 
men and women at WESTON to continue furnishing 
the essential instruments in ever increasing quanti- 
ties... until victory is won. 


WESTON ELECTRICAL INSTRUMENT CORPORATION, NEWARK, N. J. 


NOVEMBER 7, 1942 
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Amortization of 
Emergency 
Facilities 


(Continued from page 16) 





cluded in the plant of the telephone 
company and apparently should be 
included in the application for a 
necessity certificate. Later it can be 
settled with the revenue agent if the 
amount of reimbursement is a capi- 
tal receipt and a reduction of the 
cost of the facility, or if it is to be 
taken into consideration in comput- 
ing income. 

Hence, the better course to follow 
would seem to be to apply for a nec- 
essity certificate covering all items 
owned by the telephone company 
without reduction for reimburse- 
ments, and so be in a position to take 
amortization deductions with respect 
to all amounts finally determined as 
permissible. 

To this point, the cost of an emer- 
gency facility has been considered as 
the amount which is to be amortized, 


but certain adjustments might have 
to be made to reach the “adjusted 
basis of an emergency facility” 
which, in the final analysis, is the 
amount to be amortized over the 60- 
month period. As a necessity certi- 
ficate does not certify the cost fig- 
ures stated nor the amount of dollars 
to be amortized, except to determine 
the parts of the facility constructed 
or installed within the periods of 
time permitted, the adjusted basis 
of the facility need not be deter- 
mined when making application for a 
necessity certificate. Accordingly, 
let it suffice to say that the adjust- 
ments to be made in the certified 
unadjusted basis to reach the ad- 
justed basis for amortization are 
those specified in Section 113(b) of 
the Internal Revenue Code. 

The foregoing has dealt with the 
amortization principles generally, 
but to take the amortization deduc- 
tion a necessity certificate must be 
obtained. To obtain that certificate, 
an application must be made in con- 
formance with the regulations pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of War and 
the Secretary of the Navy. These 
regulations provide for a standard 
form of application, but the regula- 
tions expressly state that the appli- 
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cation need not follow the standard 
form nor repeat any of the langage 
of the regulations. Nevertheless, in 
preparing an application for a neces. 
sity certificate, consideration should 
be given to the standard form and 
compliance made with the regula- 
tions. 

These regulations and printed 
copies of the standard form of ap- 
plication may be obtained from 
Amortization Section, Fiscal Divi- 
sion, 8.0.8., Section B, Room D455, 
Pentagon Building, Arlington, Va., 
by asking for Forms TAS-24 dated 
July 9, 1942, TAS-21 dated July 9, 
1942, and Regulations TAS-32 dated 
May 22, 1942. These now are the 
latest revisions, but the regulations 
and standard form are revised from 
time to time, so care should be taken 
to conform with the latest revisions 
when preparing the application. 

As the regulations and standard 
form are prepared for use under all 
circumstances where a necessity cer- 
tificate might issue, parts of that 
form are inapplicable to the type of 
facility usually installed by a tele- 
phone company. A telephone com- 
pany should follow the standard 
form as closely as possible, however, 
for the items of information so- 
licited by the standard form deal 
with factors indicating the right of 
the company to a necessity certifi- 
cate. The most essential item of in- 
formation to be shown by the appli- 
cation is the necessity of the facility 
“in the interest of national defense 
during the emergency period.” 

Establishing that fact with re- 
spect to manufacturing facilities is 
extremely more difficult than with 
respect to the installation of tele- 
phone facilities, for the “‘supply and 
demand” of the former may be na- 
tionwide, while for telephone facili- 
ties the “supply and demand” would 
be localized; hence, the necessity for 
the telephone facility is more easily 
established. The showings to be 
made in the application, therefore, 
should relate specifically to the fa- 
cilities covered by the particular ap- 
plication. 

The necessity certificate regula- 
tions provide that the certifying au- 
thority, in determining the necessity 
for the facility in the interest of 
national defense during the emer- 
gency period, will consider (a) 
whether the service to be furnished 
by the facility is required in the in- 
terest of national defense; a service 
may be found to be required if es- 
sential to the armed forces or auzil- 
iary personnel or has only civilian 
use but such use (1) will contribute 
to the release of service required in 
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the interest of national defense, or 
(2) is necessary for the operation of 
defense facilities, or (3) is otherwise 
in the interest of national defense) 
and (b) whether, at the time of the 
expansion of the service or at the 
time of the issuance of the necessity 
certificate, there is an existing or 
prospective shortage of facilities for 
the furnishing of the service to be 
furnished by the facility. 

As a general rule, facilities will 
be certified only if (1) an over-all 
shortage exists or is in prospect in 
the industry furnishing the service, 
and (2) facilities are not available 
outside such industry, directly or 
after adaptation or conversion. 

For the furnishing of such service, 
an existing capacity will be regarded 
as insufficient if, notwithstanding 
any apparent adequate capacity, fa- 
cilities are lacking in a particular 
region and that lack cannot readily 
be met by a surplus capacity in an- 
other region or, in unusual cases, the 
facilities are needed by a taxpayer 
whose qualifications are recognized 
as essential to the defense program. 
For localized telephone service, how- 
ever, the application and effect of 
these general principles are readily 
determined. 


With the exception of land, facili- 
ties will not be certified unless they 
are subject to the deduction pro- 
vided for by Section 23(1) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. Land, which 
would seem to include rights of way, 
will not be certified, however, unless 
directly related to the production, 
storage, transportation, or protection 
of supplies required in the interest 
of national defense. Where the com- 
pany has expanded its facilities to 
maintain non-defense service because 
facilities previously so employed 
were converted to defense service, 
such expansion may be considered 
for certification only to the extent 
of the facilities converted to defense 
service. 


If it is established that a facility 
constitutes a replacement which 
would have been made at or about 
the time it was made, regardless of 
the emergency, the facility will not 
be eligible for certification. If, 
however, the facility seems eligible 
for certification and the telephone 
company may wish to take amortiza- 
tion deductions with respect to it, 
then an application should be filed 
for a necessity certificate. 


(To be continued) 
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Made of genuine Laconite these 
shells, caps and mouthpieces are in- 
expensive and we can furnish them 
to fit any make telephone. 


In ordering please specify the 
make and number of the telephones 
they are to be used on. 


We can ship at once from our 
large stocks of the many different 


types. 
Order them today! 


BUCKEYE TELEPHONE and SUPPLY COMPANY 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 





Communications Heart of Army, 
Says Chief Signal Officer 
“Communications,” Maj. Gen. |)aw- 
son Olmstead, Chief Signal Office, of 
the Army, declared a short time igo, 
“are not only the eyes and ears of the 
Army; they are its very heart, a pul- 
sating nerve center recording its h irly 
performance. Through its wide-fiung 
network of communications, the Sivnal 
Corps conveys, with lightning speed, 
the information 
mand. 


necessary for com- 
Without the Signal Corps our 
tremendous present-day military ma- 
chine could not successfully operate. 

“With men and machines moving at 
almost unbelievable speed, the demand 
for even greater speed in sending and 
receiving messages on the battle fronts 
readily becomes apparent. Signal Corps 
units are assigned to all the fighting 
forces of our Army. They operate and 
maintain the most advanced and com- 
plicated communications equipment. 

“It was Signal Corps soldiers who 
tapped out the stories of the glorious 
last-ditch stand of our gallant forces 
on Bataan Peninsula, and the poignant 
messages preceding the fall of Cor- 
regidor.” 


Vv 


Egg Timer Is Telephone 
Policeman in England 

It is reported that in England house- 
wives have found an original and effec- 
tive way to put a stop to long telephone 
conversations. They have adopted a 
three-minute egg timer as their tele- 
phone policeman. The timer is placed 
on the telephone table, and when the 
receiver is picked up the timer is 
turned over. As the sand flows through 
the glass completely, the conversation 
is quickly and patriotically terminated. 

Everyone knows the telephone com- 
pany’s facilities are strained to the 
limit in many communities in this 
country and that the copper, nickel and 
rubber needed to extend them are also 
needed for war purposes. Therefore, 
the limit of conversations to three 
minutes will do much to release time 
on the wires and England’s egg-timer 
idea might well be passed on to Amer- 
ican subscribers of those Companies in 
strategic areas. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


ELECTRICAL FUNDAMENTALS OF COM- 
MUNICATION by Arthur L. Albert, pro- 
fessor of communication engineering, 
Orevon State College, now on leave of 
absence at Purdue University where he 
jis teaching war training communica- 
tion courses. The book is of standard 
size, 6x9 inches and contains 554 pages 
—521 pages of discussion, a 22-page 
table of trigonometric functions, and 
an index. There are 359 excellent draw- 
ings and numerous tables. Price, $3.50. 
Published by McGraw-Hill Book Co. 


As the name of this book implies, it 
deals with the fundamentals of elec- 
tricity as they apply to communication, 
including telegraphy, telephony, and 
radio. An important and outstanding 
feature of this new book is that it con- 
siders basic electric circuits and phe- 
nomena using illustrations, terminology, 
and problems from the communication 
industry standpoint, rather than from 
the power industry as do other books 
on electricity. In other words, the book 
is written for communication people by 
an authority on communication, and 
uses illustrations, terms, and numerical 
values with which the average commu- 
nication worker is familiar. 


This new book by Professor Albert is 
especially suited for use in telephone 
training courses, and as such has al- 
ready been adopted by one of the lead- 
ing telephone organizations. Quick 
training of new employes in one of the 
problems faced by all telephone compa- 
nies in this war emergency, and tele- 
phone applications of the theory pre- 
sented in the book are numerous. It is 
designed to be used by workers new in 
the industry, as well as by employes 
who wish to extend their knowledge of 
electricity. The book is written for 
communication people who have little 
or no college or university training. It 
is non-mathematical, and clearly writ- 
ten. 


A partial listing of the chapters is as 
follows: Electronics; Direct Current; 
Conductors, Resistors, and Insulators; 
Power and Energy; Alternating Cur- 
rents; Magnetic Field and Inductance; 
Electric Field and Capacitance; Instru- 
ments; A-C Circuits; Networks; 
Bridges; Transmission Theory ; Vacuum 
Tubes; Electroacoustics. 


A special feature of the book is that 
a summary is given at the end of each 
long section, and at the end of each 
chapter. Also at the end of each chap- 
ter are presented review questions and 
problems. It is understood that an- 
Swers to the problems will soon be 
available from the publisher. 


Professor Albert is well-known to 
TELEPHONY readers, having written 
over 40 articles appearing in TELEPH- 
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ONY during the past 10 years. He is 
also author of three other books, among 
them being his book on “Electrical 
Communication” which has been a 
standard college textbook in communi- 
cation for many years. It has also been 
used extensively by telephone people, 
who have purchased copies through 
TELEPHONY. 

Copies of Professor Albert’s new 
book, “Electrical Fundamentals of 
Communication,” may be obtained from 
Telephony Publishing Corp., 608 S. 
Dearborn St., Chicago, III. 
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Truck Certificate 
Applications Available 

To expedite the issuance of Certi- 
ficates of War Necessity, application 
blanks are being made available at all 
district offices of the Office of Defense 
Transportation’s Division of Motor 
Transport, the ODT announced Oc- 
tober 29. The application blanks are 
for the use of commercial motor vehicle 
operators who did not receive their ap- 
plication blanks by mail from the ODT 
central mailing office at Detroit. 

Automobiles and trucks operated by 
telephone companies for business pur- 
poses are “commercial vehicles” within 
the meaning of the recent ODT Order 


No. 21 (TELEPHONY, September 19, p. 
33) and owners of such vehicles must 
obtain a certificate of war necessity on 
and after November 15, if they wish 
to prevent immobilization of such ve- 
hicles. 


Any operator of a truck, bus, taxi- 
cab or other commercial motor vehicle 
who has not yet received an applica- 
tion for a Certificate of War Necessity 
should report this fact at once, either 
in person or by mail, to the ODT dis- 
trict office serving the county in which 
he lives. Addresses of nearly all of the 
142 ODT district offices, together with 
the counties served by these offices, al- 
ready have been announced. An oper- 
ator who does not know the address 
of his district office should ask his 
county war board, neighboring carrier, 
one of the motor carrier associations, 
or his local newspaper for the infor- 
mation. 

Carriers who apply for their appli- 
cations in person, or who furnish com- 
plete information as to the type and 
number of vehicles operated, will re- 
ceive their application blanks immedi- 
ately. Carriers who furnish insufficient 
information, however, will be required 
to fill out a simple form (CWN-4) de- 
scribing the type and number of ve- 
hicles operated. This form should be 
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The design of the Ray- 
theon RectiChargeR en- 
ables its output to follow 
the load and assume full 
responsibility for keeping 
your storage batteries 
fully charged, neither 
burning them up by over- 
charging nor starving 
them by undercharging. 


Battery life may be in- 
creased as much as 40%. 


Operating difficulties 
caused by under and over 
voltage are automatically 
eliminated. 


Branch Offices: Chicago 











Distributed by: 
STROMBERG-CARLSON TELEPHONE MFG. CO. 


Factory and General Offices: 100 Carison Road, Rochester, N. Y., U. S. A. 
Kansas City 






(View with cover removea) 


San Francisco Toronto 











returned to the district office, \ hich 
then will mail the proper applic:tion 
blank to the carrier. 

Under the previous system, this 
form was forwarded by the dis:rict 
office to the ODT central mailing «ffice 
at Detroit, which forwarded the a))pli- 
cation blank to the carrier. 


Because there is so little time left 
carriers should be certain that all per- 
tinent questions on their applications 
are answered fully and correctly and 
that the applications are returned in 
the shortest possible time. 


Vv 


N. Y. Company Sells 
Typewriters to WPB 

The Upstate Telephone Co., Glovers- 
ville, N. Y., has offered to release 20 
per cent of its typewriters, which are 
to be purchased by the War Production 
Board. Other firms are requested to 
cooperate in this new WPB appeal. 

The purpose of the effort is to assist 
the armed forces to obtain 600,000 
standard typewriters which are badly 
needed for prosecution of the war. In- 
formation received from WPB indicates 
that 600,000 typewriters are required, 
in addition to all those now frozen in 
stock. 

So acute is the shortage that armed 
forces are now working with less than 
50 per cent of the number actually 
needed, it is stated. Proving the im- 
portance of typewriters in the war ef- 
fort are facts that 59 typewriters are 
required on every battleship, 55 on 
every aircraft carrier, 30 on every 
cruiser, and seven on every destroyer. 

According to WPB, the armed forces 
are not demanding these typewriters 
to increase paper work, but rather in 
order to make accurate, readable, per- 
manent records of every action and op- 
eration of the Army and Navy. 





COMING CONVENTIONS 


Alabama Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Jefferson Da- 
vis Hotel, Montgomery, November 


12. 


South Carolina Independent 
Andrew 
Rock Hill, No- 


Telephone Association, 
Jackson Hotel, 


vember 3. 


Missouri Associa- 


Muehlebach Hotel, Kansa~ 
City, November 17. 


Telephone 


tion, 
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LT. COL. ROY STONE, communications en- 
gineer of 28 years’ experience, recently en- 
tered the U. S. Army and is stationed at 
Arlington, Va., where he is acting as liaison 
officer between the Services of Supplies and 
the Signal Corps, allocating Signal Corps 
funds for all communications agencies for 
the armed forces. Colonel Stone was con- 
nected with various units of the Bell System 
for 15 years and then entered private prac- 
tice as a consultant in communications en- 
gineering, which position he held prior to 
entering the service. Last year he super- 
vised the installation of the vast Navy De- 
partment PBX in Washington, D. C., for 
which he received personal commendation 
from Secretary of Navy Frank Knox. 





Fake Telephone Calls in 
Springfield, Ohio 

A suspected fifth-column plot to tie 
up communication lines and transpor- 
tation facilities, impede vital fuel de 
liveries, and cause waste of gasoline 
and rubber is seen in the recent fake 
telephone calls in Springfield, Ohio, re- 
questing coal dealers to make deliveries 
to addresses which proved to be non- 
existent. The telephone calls were too 
numerous to be the work of a prac- 
tical joker, it was believed, and any 
further requests will result in an ap- 
peal for an FBI investigation. 

While telephone companies cannot 
control fake calls of this nature, the 
fact that such calls have been made in 
one locality might be of interest to 


them in watching for any attempt at 
hampering communications in their 
communities. 











(Courtesy, THE MONITOR) 
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HUBBARD 
PRODUCTS 
INCLUDE - 


ANCHORS and RODS 
BOLTS CLAMPS 
BRACKETS BRACES 
GUY GUARDS and STRAPS 
GUY WIRE PROTECTORS 
NUTS and WASHERS 
SEATS SHIMS STEPS 
SCREWS FIXTURES 
—and hundreds of other 


hardware items for pole 
line construction 


Comments like that—which you hear 
from telephone men everywhere—are 
common for Hubbard Pole Line Hard- 


ware. 


Over a long span of years the men 
who service the vital telephone lines of 
our country have come to look upon 
Hubbard Hardware as a friend. They 
know that once a job's completed with 
Hubbard they won't be back to make 
repairs and replacements. They know 
that Hubbard Pole Line Hardware will 
last for years . . . for the “duration,” 
or for many durations if you want to 
put it that way. 


And today they know that very 
quality is helping to save steel for the 
war effort; is saving manpower and is 
saving machinery, just as it will help 
you save. 


DISTRIBUTED BY 
AMERICAN 


AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC 





SALES COMPANY 


1033 WEST VAN BUREN 


STREET 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


BRANCH WAREHOUSES AT DALLAS KANSAS CITY, LOS ANGELES, RICHMOND (VA) AND SAW FRANCISCO 
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FOR=SPEED In 
INSTALLATION 


The exclusive Everstick nut housing locks 
the Anchor firmly on the rod. This 
peeds up installati Plates are so 
designed. that they expand easily into 
undisturbed earth, and extra holding 
power is achieved. Made of tough, rust- 
resistant malleable iron. Write for bulletin. 





EVERSTICK ANCHOR CO. 
FAIRFIELD, 


IOWA 









ws * 
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| 
f TREE TRIMMERS | 
POLE SAWS T 
} 
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BRUSH CUTTERS 
\ CABLE CUTTERS 


JOINTED TEST. | | 
PIKE POLES 







A line of tools designed 
for linemen’s use that 
are standard equipment 
with the world’s largest | 
Utility Companies. | 


} oy l ) 
Send for folder 


and prices of 
this labor saving 
equipment. 


| 
| 
“| 







" SEYMOUR SMITH & SON, Inc. 
609 OAKVILLE, CONNECTICUT 
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check. 





happiness such as food, clothing, 


There are 24 hours in a day. 
hours should be spent in sleep. 


little recreation, etc. 
day on the job. 


piness out of the job. 
waking life in drudgery? 


contact with varied personalities, 


Mark Twain than I can express it: 


can change it; 


[ EpiTor’s NOTE: 


WISE SALES TIPS 


“Why Do We Work?” 
By W. L. HUDSON 


HE ANSWER probably many of us would give to the ques 
tion, ‘Why do we work?, 
Let us analyze this answer. 
of the miser who was given one wish. 
everything he touched would turn to gold. 
gan to eat, his food turned to gold and he died. 
ered in the abstract, the pay check is only a piece of pape) 
and is neither edible nor wearable, and is therefore of no more valu 
for these purposes than was the miser’s gold. 

Now let us consider our objective in life. 
broad way, we are all seeking happiness. 
medium of exchange, will purchase certain things that contribute to 
shelter, etc., but aren’t there many 
things which contribute to happiness, 
ample—health, friends, contentment of mind, etc.? 

Now let us consider a span of life by looking at a unit of one day. 
According to health authorities, eight 
This leaves 16 waking hours. 
hours more are pretty well divided between going to and from work, a 
This leaves eight hours used continuously each 


Now to project this unit to a span of life, approximately one-third 
of our lives, or about one-half of our waking lives, is spent on the job. 
If we are only working for the pay check, we are not getting any hap- 
If we are not getting any happiness out of the 
job then our work is drudgery. Can we afford to spend one-half of our 
No, we must get pleasure from our work. 
This should not be hard for a salesman. 
the resourceful adaptation of our 
product to different situations, etc., all add to the zest of life. 

But most important is the satisfaction that comes from assisting peo- 
ple to take action that will be helpful to them. 
man avoid a feeling of satisfaction after he 
husband and father for the protection of loved ones? 
a lot of happiness in our day-to-day job if we only look for it. 

But here is the funny part of the whole thing, expressed better by 


“The law of work does seem utterly unfair, but there it is and nothing 
the higher the pay in enjoyment the worker gets out of it, 
the higher shall be his pay in money, also.” 


This is the concluding article in the series on sales- 
manship; the preceding one appeared in the October 2 


” is that we work for the pa: 
You recall the fable 
He wished that 
When he be 


Consid 


It seems to me that in a 


Now the pay check as a 


that money cannot buy—for ex- 


Fight 


The matching of wits, the 


Can an insurance sales- 
has sold a life policy to a 
And so there is 
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Valley Head (Ala.) 
Company Sold 


Purchase of the Valley Telephone 


| Co., Valley Head, Ala., by A. A. Miller 


from Joe Wilkes, former owner and 
operator for several years, was an- 
nounced on October 15. 


Vv 


‘Illinois Bell Traffic 


Employes Donate Canteens 

A mobile canteen unit has been do- 
nated to the Salvation Army in Chi- 
cago by the Illinois Bell Traffic Em- 


| ployes Union, while members of that 


union in Springfield, Ill., have likewise 
donated a canteen to the Salvation 
Army there. The canteens will be 
used to furnish food to men in the 
armed forces wherever an emergency 
occurs. 


Vv 
In Navy Seabee Unit 


LOUIE H. MADDEN, construction fore- 
man at Clinton, Iowa, for the North- 
western Bell Telephone Co., who re- 
cently enlisted in the Seabees, construc- 
tion unit of the Navy, has received a 
chief petty officer’s rating. Mr. Mad- 
den will be a chief electrician’s mate. 
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1. T. & T. Announces Merge of 
Two Manufacturing Companies 

International Telephone & Telegraph 
Co announces that its two asso- 
ciate manufacturing companies in the 
United States, International Telephone 
& Radio Manufacturing Corp. and Fed- 
eral Telegraph Co., have been merged 
and the name of the corporation re- 
sulting from the merger is Federal 
Telephone & Radio Corp., located at 
Newark, N. J. From now on the busi- 
ness will be conducted under the new 
nal 


Subsidiaries of I. T. & T. have been 
for many years among the largest 
manufacturers of telephone and radio 
equipment elsewhere throughout the 
world, but its manufacturing in the 
United States has grown up largely in 
the past two years into an organization 
employing approximately 5,500 persons 
and 800,000 square feet of operating 
This organization is now de- 
voted almost entirely to the production 
of communication and radio equipment 
for the war effort. 


space. 


I. T. & T. has announced plans also 
to proceed with the construction of the 
first unit of a new factory at Nutley 
and Clifton, N. J., which will become 
the home of Federal Telephone & 
Radio Corp., and it is planned that all 





Be Brief .. . Be Bright... 
Begone 


Good advice for all of us to 
follow in regard to telephone con- 
versations in these days of priori- 
ties and restrictions is the warn- 
ing—“Be brief ... Be bright .. . 
Begone” — which, according to 
Vedder Gard in the Indiana Tele- 
phone News, comes from a warn- 
ing on the building of the old 
London guild halls. 

“It applies very well indeed to 
telephone conversations, and 
should be remembered in many 
other of our daily contacts,” says 
Mr. Gard. 
there’s work to be done. Be 
brief . . . Be bright . 


“Time is short . 


. . Begone.” 











laboratory and manufacturing opera- 
tions associated with I. T. & T. in the 
United States shall eventually be cen- 
tered there. 

In addition to its manufacturing 
companies, I. T. & T. subsidiaries op- 
erate the principal telephone systems 
of Argentina, southern Brazil, Chile, 
Peru, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and Spain 
and one of the two large systems in 


Mexico. They also operate most of 
the radiotelephone stations and wire 
facilities which connect the Latin 
American countries by telephone with 
each other, with the United States and 
the rest of the world. 


Vv 


Thompson Appointed Mississippi 
Superintendent of Southern Bel 

W. A. Thompson of Atlanta, Ga., re- 
cently succeeded Alex T. Ramsay as 
Mississippi plant superintendent of the 
Southern Bell Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. Mr. Ramsay has been appointed 
Florida plant superintendent. 

Mr. Thompson began his telephone 
service at Atlanta in 1925, and since 
that time has served in various posi- 
tions in the Atlanta district and the 
state and general offices in Atlanta. 
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Fifty Years to Build It— 
But the Job Was Done Right! 


Fifty years seems like a long time, but it is not too long for the building of a 


good Calculagraph. 


You can’t make a satisfactory Calculagraph without experience, and experience 


requires time. 


The Calculagraph stands at the top of the list for efficiency, durability, and low 
cost because it represents the best experience of the kind available. 
mechanics of America have, from time to time, put their genius into the Calculagraph. 


In addition to this, Calculagraphs have always been made from the highest grade 
materials. That’s why they last indefinitely . . 


This inexpensive machine saves operators many hours of time, as it automatically 
prints the exact elapsed time of toll calls in minutes and seconds and the time the 


conversation began. 


We'd like to send you full particulars. 


CALCULAGRAPH COMPANY 


Main Office and Plant: 


310 SUSSEX STREET 


HARRISON, N. J. 


The foremost 


. which is very important in these times. 













CALCULAGRAPH 


y:Vorell i g-)<- mam Me) | 
NOVEMBER 7, 1942 


Timing to the Second! 
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Au the strength and durability 
inherent in steel are combined--- 
with definite economies---in Crapo 
Galvanized Steel Strand. Heavy, duc- 
tile, tightly-bonded zinc coatings, ap- 
plied by the famous Crapo Galvaniz- 
ing Process, 
provide lasting 
protection against 
corrosion. 


Ask the distributor 
of Crapo Galvanized 


~S , = Products near you or 
write direct for fur- 
ther information! 


INDIANA 
STEEL & WIRE CO. 


MUNCIE , INDIANA 





FOR BETTER SERVICE 


. 
The Ideal Ringing 
Converter 


BUILT FOR HEAVY DUTY 
SUB-CYCLE is delivering unsur- 


passed service in hundreds of in- 
stallations. There's no moving 
parts—nothing to adjust—no rou- 
tine maintenance—no radio inter- 
ference. 


SIX 
MODELS 


For loads from 
PBX to 


large central of- 





small 





fice. Output ca- 
pacity 7!/2 watts 


to 40/50 watts. 






ALSO PULSATORS 
Sold by Leading Distributors 


THE LORAIN PRODUCTS CORPORATION 


OHIO 


LORAIN 
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You hear only friendly 
planes overhead. Bombings are realities you only read about. The soi- 


diers and sailors you see are not yet face to face with the enemy... . 


Operators — War Is at Your Fingertips ! 


“You (operators) don’t wear a uniform. 


But war is at your fingertips because it takes a lot of telephone calls to 
build tanks, guns, ships and planes—12,000 calls are required in the 
building of just one bomber! 


“Yes, war is at your fingertips; the central office is your battleground, 
the switchboard your weapon; the transmitter your trigger. You com- 
mand thousands of miles of war over which flash messages that deter- 
KEEP ’EM TALKING. And your 


reward shall be one day—with the touch of magic at your fingertips—to 


mine our future. Your mission is to: 


send across the quivery wires one far-flung cry: “Ours is the victory!’ ” 

The foregoing message was recently handed to each telephone operator 
with her pay check by the Illinois Bell Telephone Co., and one employe 
was so impressed with the inspiration expressed that she wanted to share 
it “with the public—our customers.” So she mailed the message to Ruth 
MacKay who conducts the “White Collar Girl” column in the Chicago 


Daily Tribune and it was published in a recent issue of that newspaper. 











New Carrier Current 
Air Raid Warning Device 

A device which has been developed 
by J. L. Woodworth in the General 
Electric Co.’s carrier current labora- 
tory can be plugged into the house cir- 


the power station. By means of this 
control board, air raid warden signals 
can be transmitted over the 
power lines. 


electric 


Vv 





cuit to warn air raid wardens and 
other civilian defense officials of threat- 
ened or actual air raids. 

This device, which provides audible 
and visible warning signals, is designed 
to operate on 720-cycle carrier current 
systems now in operation on electric 
power lines in many U. S. cities. (Car- 
rier current equipment is used to send 
impulses over the power lines to con- 
trol electric water heaters, street lights, 
etc.) By using existing power lines to 
deliver such warnings, the new device 
would relieve telephone lines for other 
purposes. 

The warning device, which looks 
somewhat like an enclosed type of elec- 
tric meter used in the home, is oper- 
ated by a special control board attached 


to the carrier-current transmitter at 


TRANSLATE YOUR MONEY /NTO 


BUY WAR BONDS! 


THE OHIO BELL) 


(Courtesy, 


Wins Defense Appointment 

DANA ROSE, newly-appointed man- 
ager for the Michigan Bell Telephone 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., was named 
communications officer for the fourth 
district of the United States citizens 
defense corps by Capt. Donald S. Leon- 
ard of Lansing, state commander. Mr. 
Rose, formerly of Kalamazoo, was com- 
munications officer for the third district 
in southwestern Michigan. 


Vv 


New Traffic Manager 

GEORGE M. WELCH, president of the 
Michigan Bell Telephone Co., announces 
the appointment of ARTHUR L. LEA- 
ZENBY, of Detroit, as general traffic 
manager for the company to succeed 
Howarp W. BENEDICT, retired. Mr. 
Leazenby has been serving as acting 
head of the company’s traffic depart- 
ment since March, 1942. 


Vv 


American Literature in the War 

One of the first acts of the Japanese 
in the Philippines was to destroy an 
American library. They brought di- 
rectly home to Americans the menace 
of this war to American civilization, 
American culture and American books 
—as well as those who use American 
books, produce American books and 
care for American books. 
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MocArthur Shift Popular 
At Stromberg-Carison Plant 
The “MacArthur Shift,” from 1:00 


to 5:00 a.m. is rapidly becoming the 
mos. popular shift among war work- 
ers, officials of the Stromberg-Carlson 
Telephone Manufacturing Co., now 
building communications equipment for 
the armed forces, reported recently. 
Within recent weeks requests from new 
and old workers have trebled for this 
once most unpopular shift. In peace- 
time only canny workers, who liked to 


work during the cool summer nights, 
wanted to go on this shift. 

Women especially have been among 
the applicants for the shift. Noting 
the sudden swing from day to night 
requests, war plant officials made an 
investigation which revealed that work- 
ers like the idea of having a normal 
social life in the early evening, and 
then reporting to work. Rochester de- 
partment stores have solved the shop- 
ping problem for these workers by 
staying open till nine p.m. three nights 
a week. 

“These workers return home in the 
daylight and after a few days of ad- 
justment, sleep just as well as day 
workers. Soon their friends learn not 
to call them on the telephone, the chil- 





dependable 


Cedar Poles 
MICHIGAN POLE & TiE Co. 








NEWBERRY—GRAND RAPIDS 
MICHIGAN 





POLES 





B. J. Carney & Co., 100 N. 7th St., 
Minneapolis, Minn.—Western red cedar 
poles. entrex Butt Treated or Plain. 








Cc. M. Christiansen Co., Phelps, Wis.— 
Northern White Cedar Poles, plain or 
butt treated. Quotations on request. 








International Creosoting and Construc- 
tion Co., Galveston, Texas.—Creosoted 
Southern Yellow Pine Poles. Plants: 
Beaumont and Texarkana, Texas. 








MacGillis & Gibbs Company, Milwau- 
kee, Wis.—Northern White and Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
Immediate quotations on request. 








T. M. Partridge Lumber Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Northern White—Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 








Valentine Clark Corporation, 2516 Dos- 
well Ave., St. Paul, Minn.—Finished 








Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
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dren have gone to school, and their 
rest is unbroken.” 

The plant officials at Stromberg- 
Carlson said that production of com- 
munications on this shift is topping 
that on normal day shifts. Not only 
is the percentage of skilled workers 
increasing on the shift, but there are 
few if any interruptions to production. 
Telephones rarely ring, night noises 


ENGINEERING 
and 
CON i aite). 


Building and Rebuilding 


Telephone Plants 


Consultation Services 
> 


Wiring Jobs. Installations, 
Switchboard Alterations 


me 
Expert Consultants on All 
Telephone Problems 


National Construction & 
Engineering Company 
103! West Van Buren Street 

CHICAGO 








Roles iE 


ADVERTISING CO. 


Wada gen 
DIREARG ) 
5 J es Ad, C \ coos \ 


rN SALES/ORCANIZAMON 


>» 


That Has Never Failed to 
Produce More Net Revenue 
(All Costs Considered) for 
Telephone Companies Served. 


1f INTERESTED in more net 
telephone directory revenue 
write or call at our expense. 


LOOMIS ADVERTISING CO. 


Telephone Bidg., 

Kansas City, Mo. 
Citizens Trust Bidg., 135 So. Second St., 
Fort Wayne, Ind. Philadelphia, Pa. 





are few, hot meals are served, and 
many new morale building devices, 
such as recreational projects, music 
while working, help keep workers 
happy and busy. Not the least impor- 
tant reason for the popularity of the 
“MacArthur” shift is the fact that 
workers work only seven hours com- 
pared to seven and a half hours on 
other shifts, and receive the same 
amount of money or more. 





ATLANTIC 
Creesoting Co., inc., 17 Battery Pi., N. Y. C. 
Creosoted Pine Poles 
Crossarms . . Conduit 


PLANTS AND OFFICES: 
New Orleans, La. Jackson, Tenn. Boston, Mass. 
Winnfield, La. Louisville, Miss. New York, N. Y. 
Norfolk, Va. Ss h, Ga. Philadelphia, Pa. 
Annapolis, Md. Chicago, tI. 











Frank F. Fowle & Co. 


Electrical and Mechanical 
ENGINEERS 


35 East Wocker Drive CHICAGO 








ACCOUNTING 


HERDRICH and BOGGS 
Certified Public Accountants 
803 Electric Building 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 














SLOAN & COOK 


CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
120 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 


Appraisals — Original Cost Studies 
Depreciation, Financial, and Other 
Investigations 








STURGIS 
OPERATOR CHAIRS 
Easily and quickly —_ 


A model for eve 


WRITE FUR PARTICULARS 


STROMBERG -CARLSON- TELEPHONE MFG. CO 


ROCHESTER, WN. Y 











J. W. WOPAT 


Consulting Engineer 
Telephone Engineering 
Construction Supervision 
Appraisals—Financial 
Rate Investigations 
1510 Lincoln Bank Tower Fort Wayne, Ind. 








J. G. WRAY & CO. 


TELEPHONE ENGINEERS 
Specialists in Appraisals, Rate Surveys, 
Financial Investigations, Organization, 
and Operation of Telephone Companies 

$324 Bankers Bldg., Chicago 
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CLASSIFIED SECTION 


Rates 10 cents per word payable in advance. Minimum charge $2.00 for 20 words or less. 














Specialists in Repairing 


and Rebuilding 


TRANSMITTERS 


Repair service for Transmitters, Re- 
ceivers, Desk Stands and Wall Phones 
—Magneto or Common Battery. 


Coil winding, enameling and general 


rebuilding of Telephones, Switch- 
boards and Parts. 

We carry in stock: NEW MOUTH- 
PIECES, RECEIVER SHELLS, RE- 
CEIVER, DESK STAND AND 
SWITCHBOARD CORDS AND 


PLUGS. 


The Finest Line of NEW OAK TELE- 
PHONE CABINETS for rebuilding 
Wall Phones and Desk Sets ever 
offered and at the lowest prices.— 
ANY QUANTITY ONE TO ONE 
THOUSAND. 


Obsolete wall phones or parts rebuilt 
into modern wall or desk phones with 
new cabinets. 


Telephone Repair Co. 
Daniel H. McNulty, Manager 
“Free Bulletin’ 


Rogers Park Station Chicago 








HELP WANTED 


CARRIER CURRENT ENGINEERS 
WANTED—tThe Departments of Power 
of the Tennessee Valley Authority have 
open positions for several power line 
carrier current test and maintenance 
engineers (junior and assistant grades). 
The duties will involve initial testing, 
operating, and maintaining of carrier 
current telephone, pilot relaying, and 
telemetering equipment with increasing 
duties in connection with telemeter 
transmitters and receivers and load 
control. Applicants should have gradu- 
ated from a recognized school of elec- 
trical engineering and have some ex- 
perience in the type of work indicated. 
Interested candidates are requested to 
forward complete information regard- 
ing their qualifications, including citi- 
zenship, age, formal education, and 
employment record (giving dates, em- 
ployers, salaries, and descriptions of 
duties). The Tennessee Valley Au- 
thority Act exempted the Authority 
from civil service regulation, but pro- 
vided at the same time that all ap- 
pointments should be made on the basis 
of merit and efficiency. Persons now 
employed on war work should not ap- 
ply. Address all communications to 
the Employment Division, Tennessee 
Valley Authority, Knoxville, Tennessee. 











PRACTICALLY NEW 


INDUCTION COIL TYPE 


MONOPHONE RECEIVERS | 


A. E. 





D-5155-A RECEIVER UNIT 


SAMPLE ON REQUEST — QUANTITY PRICES | 


BUCKEYE TELEPHONE and SUPPLY COMPANY 


COLUMBUS, 


11-12-13-14-15-16 | 


CAN BE USED ON 
MONOPHONE CODES 


EQUIPPED WITH ! 


D-40954-A 
COMBINATION UNITS 


OHIO 











POSITION WANTED 


POSITION WANTED: All - round 
telephone man, forty-two years old with 
twenty-three years’ experience in all 
branches. A-1 references, married, de- 


sires position as district manager or 
plant superintendent with reliable 
company in middle west. Now district 
superintendent with large Independent 
company in Ohio. Salary must be 
$3,000.00 or more per year. Write No. 
9119, care of TELEPHONY. 

TELEPHONE MAN, now employed, 


married with family, well educated and 
experienced in nearly all phases of In- 
dependent telephony, desires man- 
agerial or commercial position. Best of 
references. Write No. 9122, care of 
TELEPHONY. 





STEWART CABLE TESTER & 
LOCATOR COMBINED 
Locates all cable troubles ex- 
cept opens. Also locates the 
exact position of buried cable 
and just how deep it is buried. 

Sent on trial. 
STEWART BROS. 
Ottawa, Illinois 


CABLE 














@DIRECTORY PRINTING 


With a volume that provides special- 
ized attention and economical 
duction—with room for more. 


pro- 
Write 


E. W. STEPHENS CO., Columbia, Mo. 








Reconstructed Equipment 


Kellogg No. 37 Cord Circuit Switchboard 


Condensers @ . 80.40 
Kellogg No. 103 or 53 2 M. F. Condens- 

ers @ . . . eeesswén . . a 
Cook Terminal Strips 120 Terminals per 

Strip @ itch aprons rrr 1.70 


Cook Terminal Strips 20 and 25 Terminals 
per Strip @ 4 ‘ ree ° . asa 


Western Elec. No. 4 double coil oo (10- 
12-15 per strip) Per line @ 


Western Elec. No. 231 Individual Jacks @_ .35 


Leich Elec. 


~~ 
~ 
u 


drops and jacks 5 per strip @ 


Stromberg Carlson No. 69a 20 line Pro- 
tector Rack with Mica Fuses and Carbon 
Protection, Per Strip @..... 2.50 


REBUILT ELECTRIC EQUIPMENT CO. 
1704 West 21st Place 
Pilsen Station 
Chicago, Ill. 
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